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ing law on this point shonld be altered.
The present system is that of a flat rate,
and it has worked for many years., The
alteration would bring about sticky-beaks
rather than practical results. The Bill pro-
poses to increase the rating power of the
local anthorities. I am not sure whether
the local governing hodies in conference
assemhbled have asked for an increase.

Member: They have not.

Hon. J, CORNELL: If they have asked
for it, I will hold my peace. However, I
am not sure that they have made the re-
quest. The present law provides a minimum
rate of 1d. and a maximum rate of 3d. in
the pound on the unimproved wvalue, but
with the consent of the Minister the maxi-
mum rate may be as much as 6d. in the
pound. The Bill proposes to raise the first
maximum to 4d., and then, snbject to the
Minister’s consent, it may go to 6d. in rural
districts and to 9d. in agricultural distriets.
If the inerease is warranted, it should be
granted. We ought not to be hidebound
as regards rating powers. Rather shounld we
be liberal in the rating instrument we hand
to local anthorities. A reference to the
minutes of the Road Board Conference
shonld demonstrate whether those bodies
bave asked for this innovation. I have
carefully read the whole of the Bill,
and have compared it clanse by clause
with the sections of the parent Aect.
Subject to the few exceptions I have
mentioned, 1 consider that this House
can safely pass the Bill, and that the
measnre will be a material improvement
on the existing law. That is what the
Legislatare shonld be desirous of achieving
when it sets ont to amend the instrument
handed tn the Ineal authorities. I hope
that the Bill will pass except as regards
the two or three innovations to which T
have drawn attention. T have muoch
pleasnre in supporting the second reading.

On motion by Hon. W. T. Glasheen, de-
hate adjourned.

BILL—CITY OF PERTH ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon.J. M.
Drew—=Central} ([%9.45] in moving the
second reading said: The Act passed last
venr provided that when a huilding line
was declared by the City Council, if any
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building projecting outside of that line
was removed for reconstruction the Council
then had power to resume the piece of land
between the old alignment and the new
for the purpose of widening the street. But
it appears there is a doubt whether this
would apply to any vacant land on which
no building had previously been erected,
although the intention is obviously elear.
The Bill is for the purpose of removing
that doubt, so that vaeant lands will
come under the provisions for the new
alignment when a buoilding is erected
thereon, in the same manner as applies to
land on which a building was previously
erected and taken down for the purpose
of erecting a new building. T move—
That the Bill be now read a seeond time.
Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported withont amendment and
the report adopted.

House adjourned at 948 p.m.

Legisiative Hosembly,

Thursday, 4th November, 1926,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—VERMIN RATE,
REVENTUE,

Mr. LATHAM asked the Minister for
Agricuiture: What is the estimated amount
of revenue from the vermin rate fixed under
the regulations published in the *“Govern-
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.ment Gazetle” on the dth February, 1926,
and laid on the Table of the House on the
Jrd Angust, 19267

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
replied: It is estimated that approximately
£30,000 will be obtained from this rate.

BILL—WIRE AND WIRE NETTING.
Third Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
W. C. Angwin—North-East Fremantle)
[4.35]: I move—

That the Bill be now read a third time,

MR. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [4.36]: Has
the Minister consulted the Crown Law De-
pariment as to whether the amendments
made in two clauses are sufficient to enable
freebolders to come under the operation of
the measure? The hon. gentleman during
the Committee stage promised o do so.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: .1 pro-
mised to consult the Crown Law Depart-
ment on that aspect, and if necessary to
have amendments made in another place. I
may add that T have already had amend-
ments drafted relative to freehold land.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time, and transmitted to
the Couneil.

BILL—STATE CHILDREN ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

HON. J. CUNNINGHAM (Honorary
Minister-~Kalgoorlie) [4.37] in moving the
second reading said: This Bill is rendered
necessary by some badly drafted legislation
whieh was introduced a year or two ago by
a private member and was sanctivned by
both Houses of Parliament. The State
Children Aet of 1907 applies to illogitimate
children if they become State children re-
ceived into an instituiion, but not other-
wise. Proceedings by the mother of an il-
legitimate child not being a-State child were,
however, taken under the Bastardy Aet
1875. Thus there were two Acts dealing
with the subject, one which concerned itself
about State children, and one which had
been in existence many years and which
coneerned itself about those who were not
State children. The amendment Act of 1919
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provides that the Children’s Court shall
near and determine all eomplaints and ap-
plications made under the Bastardy Act. In
1921 a private Bill was introdueed in the
Legislative Council amending the State
Chbildren Act. By that Bill the Bastardy
Aot was repealed, and Part V. of the prin-
cipal Act relating to maintenance of chil-
dren by relatives was amended by the
deletion of the word “State” before
the word ‘‘children,” so that the part of
the Act relating to maintenance applied
io all children, whether State children or
not, and whether legitimate or illegitimate.
The Bill for the Act of 1921, as I pre-
viously stated, repealed the Bastardy Act;
and it was advisable to have some words in-
serted in Section 64 of the Act of 1907-19.
The section stands as No. 74 of the reprint
of the Act of 1907-21, and especially eon-
fers on the eourt jurisdiction to adjudge
the defendant to be the father of the il-
legitimate child. The ponfission of these
words has led to quite a deal of trouble.
Certain deeisions by the Children’s Court in
cases in which the State Children Depart-
ment were not concerned, were appealed
against on points which questioned the
power of the Children’s Court to adjudicate.
Mr. Justice Burnside, who heard one of
these appeals, referred to the Full Court the
following  questions:—1, Whether the
Children’s  Court had  jurisdiction to
adjudge a man to be the reputed father
of an illegithnate child? 2, "Whether
the State Children Aet, 1907-21, conferred
jurisdietion on the Children’s Court to hear
a complaint by the mother? 3, Whether
there was any provision for making an order
for payment to the mother? 4, If there was
Jurisdietion, was not evidence of ability fo
maintain, in the case of an illegitimate child,
a condition precedent to making amy order?
The following condensed report of the pro-
ceedings appeared in the “\VWest Austra-
lian” on the 3rd September last:—

Althongh the appeals were dismissed, the
Chief Justice remarked that it was very diffi-
cult indeed to constrne the State Children Act,
1907-21, so as to give all its sections a econ-
sistent meaning; hut he had been able to come
to the conclusion that the Legislature had
ghown an intention that the provisions of the
Bastardy Act, 1875, should be re-enacted in the
State Children Act. The Legislature obviously
intended to put something in the place of the
repealed Bastardy Aet, and the court had to
sgy whether therc were words to be found in
the State Children Act which were sufficient to
carry out that intention. In the Aet ms it now

.stood two things wers thrown together without

any attempt having been made to keep them
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separate. It dealt with applications in which
State children were eoncerned, and it also dealt
with applications by women asking that a per-
son be adjudged the father of an illegitimate
child in cases in which the State was in no way
intercsted, and where the department had no
right to interfere. In view of the difficulty the
court had experienced in dealing with the cases
brought before it, and the certainty that other
points would arise in the future, he thought
that it would be well for the Legislature to
consider whether the Aet could not be made
more intelligible than it was at present.

The cases referred to were taken by the re-
puted fathers of the illegitimate ehil-
dren against orders for maintenance of
their offspring made against them by the
Children’s Court, There is obvious necessity
for legislation to remove all doubt in regard
to the guestions referred to the Fuil Court,
The “West Austrzlian,” in commenting on
the appeal cases, dealt with the matter very
clearly. An artiele published by that news-
paper made the following coraments:—

Some impertance attaches to the recent de-
cisions of the Full Court in dismissing certain
appeals against judgments by the Children’s
Court in respeet of eases having to do with the
maintenanee of illegitimate children. The
ground of appeal was that the bench which
tried these cases had no jurisdiction, and, if the
letter of the law had been observed, that con-
tention must have held. It appears that when
the Bastardy Act was repealed, and when the
venne for determining whether the putative
father of an illegitimate child was responsible
for maintenance was changed to the Children’s
Court under the State Children Act, a vital
clauge conferring the necessary jurisdiction om
the new tribunal was, owing to faulty drafis.
manship, omitied. As, however, the intention
of the Legislature, when it passed the State
Children Act, was dplain, the Full Court, by a
majority verdiet, dismisséd the appeal. Had
the verdiet gone otherwise, an interesting gques-
tion would have arisen as to the liability of the
Crown to refund moneys, amounting by this
time to a very considerable sum, which have
been paid to the State Children Department by
way of maintenance under orders of the Court.
The comments of the judges certainly point
to the urgeney of an early amendment of the
law, so that the intention of Parliament may
be statutorily expressed. There is need, alse,
for amendment of the State Childrem Act in
other directions, and notably in the direction
of substituting for the present composite Child-
ren’s Courts in the metropolitan area a special
stipendiary magistrate. It is not to derogate
in any way from the credit of the honorary
magistrates, whose services are now given to
the Court, to say that the multiple rotary bench
is not, and canmot, in the nature of things, be
satisfactory. It iz inherently fatal to judg-
ments being marked by that consistency which
shonld, in fairness to the parties, charavcterise
them.

The cases referred to, as I pointed ouns,
were taken by the reputed fathers of
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illegitimate children, By the Bill words
are inserted in Section 74 of the Aect,
1907-21, expressly conferring on the court
the jurisdiction of adjudging the defend-
ant to be the father of the illegitimate
child. Under the provigions of the prin-
sipal Aet, 1907, the court consisted of a
special magistrate, but in his absence the
jurisdietion might be exercised by two
justices. By the amending Aect of 1919
provision was made for the appointment
of members, male or female, of the
Children’s Couort.

Mr. Mann: Is not that the weakness of
the Childven’s Court, that you have to rely
ou honorary justices?

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM :
with that later.

The Minister for Lands: Do not pass
any reflection on justices.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: No, we have
had enough of that this session, especially
from your side.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM : Provision is
made for speeial magistrates to be ap-
pointed to the Children’s Court.

Mr. Mann: In that court, sometimes,
highly technical points have to be dealt
with by laymen.

Hon. J, CUNNINGHAM : It was enacted
that the court should not be compelled to
exercise jurisdiction unless a special magi-
strate was present or at least two mem-
bers; that if the court was divided in
opinion the opinion of the special magi-
strate should prevail, but in the ahsence of
a special magistrate the opinion of the
senior member should prevail, and that in
all cases under the Bastardy Act the
special magistrate should be one of the
members of the ceourt. By the private
amending Bill of 1921 the provise, thaf in
cases under the Bastardy Aet the special
maceistrate shonld be one of the members
of the court, was repealed. The result of
this repeal was that in the case of an
illegitimate child the proceedings might be
heard and determined by any two mem-
hers of the court, and in the ease of a dis-
agreement the defendant might be ad-
judged to he the father of the child on the
opinion of the senior membher present sub-
jeet, of course, to the right of appeal. The
senior memher—by reason of the faet that
he was no longer appointad—would thus
have twiee the power of the other mem-
hers, who might be much more intelligent
than he or she and have a wider know-
ledge of the matters that come uwp for

I will deal
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decision in the Children’s Court. In the
Bill it is provided that in any case where
the court is equally divided in opinion, the
opinion of the special magistrate shall pre-
vail: but if a special magistrate is not
present the case must be re-heard and
determined in the presence of a ipecial
magistrate. These cases are looked upon
as being very important. A man's whole
eareer might be clouded by a foolish deci-
sion. There are upwards c¢f G4 children’s
courts, and it is impracticable to provide
that a special magistrate shall be present
in all proceedings of this nature. The case
will be determined by the majority of the
members of the zourt present—as in the
ease of offenders dealt with under the
Justices Act, including indictable offences
dealt with summacily—rat if the eourt 1s
divided in opinion the special magistrate
wust be present, and if necessary the case
will be adjourned so as to provide for the
presenee of a special magistrate. The Aect
is defective in another aspect. Some
further amendment becomes necessary in
view of the court having jurisdietion to
adjndicate on the ecomplaint of the mother
of a child that is not a State child, enabling
the court to order payment to the mother
instead of the department, and to enable
the clerk of the court to enter caveats,
issue warrants and attend to other proceed-
ings, so as to enforce payment where the
department is not concerned. These
amendments, so far as is necessary, are
made retrospective. To this there can he
no objection, as the eases have heen ad-
judicated upon on their merits with the
right of appeal, and existing orders shounld
not be invalidaied on technicality. One
provision of the Bill is a matter quite dis-
tinet from the remainder of the measure.
Section 2¢ of the State Children Aect gives
the Children’s Court jurisdietion in hearing
and determining eases of proceedings against
parents of children under the KEducation
Act for not sending their children to school.
This was & desirable provision in order
that such cases might not be taken into the
preeincts of police courts. The further
amendment now introduced has the effect
of giving the State Children's Court juris-
diction in respeet of proceedings against
pavents of blind, deaf or mute children, for
not providing an efficient and enitable edu-
cation. It is equally undesirable that the
cases of such children shonld be heard in
police courts, and it is apparently an omis-
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sion that provision to enable the Children’s
Court to hear such cases was not previously
enacted.

Mr. Mann: Why did you not include men-
1al deficients ¥

Hon, J. CUNNINGHAM: T do not know
that it would be advisable to provide wnder
the Education Act to enforce parents to
send menially deficient childven (o school.
The State provides other inmstitutions for
the reception, detention, and eare of those
children.

Mr. Mann: The trouble is they do not
send them fo those other insiitutions.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: It would he
useless on the part of the Education Depart-
mment to compel mental deficients to attend
school at all, Provision should be made for
those children in some other direction. I do
not intend to say any more on the second
reading. It will be recognised that this im-
portant amendment to the State Children
Act is very necessary, Like most mnending
Bills, the amendments here provided can be
more fully dealt with in Committee. I
move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Sampson, debate ad-
Jjourned.

BILL—JETTIES.

Received from the
first time,

Counci! and read a

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1926-27.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previons day; Mr.

Lutey in the Chair.

Department of Agriculture (Hon, M. F.
Troy, Minister).

Vote—Agriculture, £77,090:

MRE. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [456]: The
speech of the Minister for Agriculture last
nicht was in striking contrast to that he
made as Minister for Mines on the previous
day. I am glad o notice that the Govern-
ment side of the House are beginning to
recognise that agrieulture is a nation’s busi-
ness. This year the total estimate for agri-
culture is £84,570, whilst that for mining is
£78.059. On many oceasions have I econ-
tended that in Western Australia agericul-
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ture is the nation’s business, Out of 20
million pounds worth of wealth produced
in 1924, nearly 19 millions was from agri-
culture, pastoral and dairying, the balance
being from forestry, mining and manutac-
tures. Our friends on the Government side
are well advised to be setting their house in
order in respect of agrienlture. 1 notice
they are embarking on extensive tours of
the country, educating the farmers up to
the belief that they are the farmer’s friend,
the true-to-type merino amongst all the
friends of the farmers. A great deal of
propaganda going on just now consists of
half-truths of aetivities that any Government
would have to undertake. I shall not labour
that point now, but on a later occasion 1
may deal more fully with it. 1 had the plea-
sure recently of aceompanying the Minister
on two occasions, one being the Merredin
field day. We had there a very striking illus-
tration that the efforts of the department
are being appreciated by the farmers, and
that those farmers are receiving valuable in-
structions from the State farm. Great credit
must be given to the manager of that farm,
Mr. Langfield, and his assistants for the
fine work they are doing. The second ocea-
sion I refer to was the visit to the Muresk
College of Agriculture. I have paid two
visits to the college and was particnlarly
stroek with the prineipal’s appeal to the
boys to make the college one of high tone,
build up good traditions and assist the de-
partment in their worthy aim to make the
institution the finest of its kind in Awus-
tralia. For the planning of the college
great eredit must be given to the Chief
Architeot.

The CHAYRMAN: The hon. member may
discuss that on the next division of the
Estimates.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I merely wish to say
that I think the college has heen designed
on right lines and that the gift of £20,000
by the business people of Perth was a fine
one that should lead to much valuable re-
search work. Looking back we must appre-
.ciate the work of men like Liebie. who made
possible the use of superphosp.ate which
has been the means of adding to the wealth
of Victoria alone something like half a mil-
lion of money aunually. Other valuable
research work includes that of Wm. Farrar,
who came from Cambridge, and setiled in
the Canberra distriet and evolved certain
varieties of wheat, more particularly fed-
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eration, which is said to have increased the
wheat yield of Australia by 7%z million
bushels annually. As the member for Tood-
yay (Mr. Lindsayj remarked at the open-
ing of the College of Agriculture, we have
directed our efforts toe much to acreage
withont paying sufficient attention to the
yield per acre. When looking through ihe
stafistics the other day I noticed that in
this State wool ranks second in the list of
products. The man who is in control of
that department, Mr. Hugh MeCallum,
sheep and wool inspeetor, is reeeiving a
salary of only £432, whereas the man
in  charge of the fruit industry re-
ceives £636, the botanist £576, ento-
mologist £480, dairy and pig expert £600,
and the Chief Inspector of Rabbits £630.
Those gentlemen may be well worth the
money paid them, but 1 am quite satis-
fied from extensive knowledge of the
wool inspeetor that he deserves greater re-
cognition. I have met him in all sorts of
places and at all times of the day and night,
riding on geods trains and on his motor
bieyele. He had an accident when riding
his motor bieyele that bas maimed him for
lite. I shall have more to say about the
salary paid him when we discuss the items.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: He is one of the best
officials in the department and is doing most
valuable work,

Mr. Lindsay: He is certainly very enthus-
iastic in his work.

Hon. G. Taylor: Ard he is a very capable
man.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The outlook for agr-
culture is bright and everything in the gar-
den appears to be very nice. While prices
continue to be good, no doubt everything
will be well, but no effort should be spared
to increage the yield and adopt better meth-
ods so that when lower prices return, farm-
ers will be able to face the sitmation with
equanimity. Everybody speaks of the farm-
ers doing well and receiving this, that and
the other price for their wheat and wool;
they are supposed to be in clover. The
Minister for Works often refers to the great
number of motor cars seen in the country,
particularly at country shows. The motor
has become almost a necessity for a man
sitnated at a distance from a railway, but
many of the farmers who have motor cars
wonld have been better off hal thev waited
unfil their financial position was stronger
hefore buying them. Motor eats often mean
an overdraft.



1944

Hon. . Taylor: 1f is better to have a
motor ear and an overdraft than an over-
draft and no motor ecar.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: It has been stressed
that one of the great disabilities of the min-
ing industry is the high Cunstoms duty of
40 per cent. and more on mining machinery.
I do not know whether members realise that
if there is a Cunstoms duty of 40 per cent.
on mining machinery, there may be a nal-
ural protection of anything irom 15 to 4
per cent. in addition. Miniwg machinery is
said to be sabject to the highest rate of duty
and certainly it must be very near to the
highest. On the tariff list, however, there
are five agrienltural implements en which
38%% per cent. Customs duty is charged.
On those implements the natural protection
consisting of the freight from Ameriea to
Melbourne and Fremantle, cost of packing
and insurance, ranges from 15.20 to 31.30
per cent., making a total protection of 55.11
to 66.35 per cent.

Mr. Marshall:
collecting the tax?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: On one implement,
Custems duty to the extent of 47.9 per cent.
is charged and the natural proteetion is 10
per ceni., making the tolal protection 59.41
per cent. On enother implement the Cus-
toms duly is 491% per ecent., the natnral
protection 27.6 per cent., a total proteetion
of 79.71 per cenmt.

Mr. Marshall: What is Lhe eost of collec-
tion there?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I have heard members
quote the remarks of the Minister for Cus-
toms (Mr. Pratten) as to the small amount
of duty charged on farm implements and
how little it represents per acre, together
with other elaborate ecaleulations. In Tor-
onto a 13-dise drill costs £33 5s, while in
Australia the same implement costs nearly
£69. The graniing of shorter hours in the
city muost resnlt in ag increase of primary
produetion rosts, which cannot he passed
on, and so we are moving to the stage when
our statesmen will have to face the position,
narticularly if the farmers have to accept
lower prices for their produee. - I spoke
somewhat fullv on agriculture dunring the
general diseus<ion of the Estimates and T do
not intend to speak at length this afternoon.
One thing T chould like the Government to
do is to arrange a visit to portion of the
Fastern distriets, sav, Bodalin, Walgoolan.
Westonia and Carrabin and see the problems
with which the settlers there are eonfronted.

What about the cost of
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At the oame time they should inspeet the
mines whiech are under water and whick
wight possibly be got working again, thus
providing & good local market for the pro-
dure rvaised in the disiriet. There is an
opportunity to recover something like a
quarter of a million pounds worth of money
vepresented by gold in a reef that has to
be uot explored but simply unwatered.
Al that is reguired te make that wealth
available is capital and enterprise. 1 hope
that this season we shall realise the estimate
of a 30,000,000 bushel harvest, which will
be a preat thing for the State, and that
we =hall be able by the help of resecarch
and the adoption of scientific methods, to
increase the yield per acre. Even to-day we
are a long way behind the other States in
that respect, thongh we have to remember
that so much of our Jand is new, while that
in the other States has been brought into
hetter working.

MR. C. P. WANSBROUGH (Beverley)
{5.13]: With other agricultural represen-
tatives [ rejoice with the Minister at the
very satisfactory position disclosed by his
speech, T shall not traverse the whole of
the Estimates, but there is one partienlar
item in which I am interested, the Muresk
College of Agriculture, for which the vote
for plant and equipment is £5,803.

The CHATRMAN : The hon. member
may deal with that when we reach the par-
tienlar division.

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH: I wish to
deal generally with the question. Members
wiil have noticed that during the past three
yvears I have persistently asked questions
dealing with lime supplies for agricultural
purposes. I am far from satisfied with the
replies 1 have received from the Minister.
While T recognise that the replies were put
up by the Director of Agrienliure, Mr.
Sutton, ] fear that the question of lime
supplies for =oil fertility is not receiving
the attention that it should from the Direc-
tor of Agrienlture. I will read a few re-
marks that are contained in a little blue
book No. 486 on hints on soils and fertilisers
by R. A. Power. T wish specially to deal
with the chapfer on soil acidity, as this is
the basis of my arguments in connection
with the use of lime. The writer says—

It seems to be a common experienee of many
farmers that their land fails to grow certain
eraps as well as in previous yeara, Of course,

there may be various reasons for this state of
affairs, bnt one of the most frequent and im-
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portant, in the humid climates at least, is the
absence of lime in the soil.  Crops like alfalfa
and clover, for instance, are often failures in
humid climates for no other reason than 3
lack of lime. These particalar crops do not
succeed because the bacteria (which we have
mentioned before ns working in the roots of
these plants and converting the nitrogen of the
soil air into nitrogen that the plant can
utilise) cannot work in a seil that is not up to
the standard in lime. We term such a soil de-
ficient in lime, an aeid or a sour soil. There is
only one practical way by which this sour, or
aeid, soil can be sweetened and that is by ap-
plying lime in some form. But this liming aids
in ¢ther ways, incidentally, hesides neutralising
the acidity of the soil. It adds plant food in
the form of lime, whieh is used quite heavily
by certain plants. Strange te say, other plaut
foods existing in the soil are made more avail-
able by the addition of lime., Lime also im-
proves the structure of the soil, thus causing
the soil to be more casily worked. It is not an
uncommon experience for a farmer to try to
get a start in raising alfalfa, which is without
doubt one of the best- forage crops that we
have. IHe may choose his best pieee of ground,
and may take ever so many other precautions,
but if the land is acid he will have poor suc-
cess, because, n3 stated hefore, the bacteria in
the soil, so essential to this crop, cannot exiat
in an acid seil. The only way in which he ean
succeed in raising this crop, providing he has
a well-drained piece of land, and has the baec-
torin introduced into the soil, if not already
present, is to apply lune on this land. If this
is done, the chances are very much in his favour
in securing a good stand of alfalfa. The nexi
problem that eonfronts na is the manner of de-
termining the acidity of our soils. How can
we tell if our land is acid or not? There are
various methods of reaching a conclusion in
this matter, The old method consisted of using
a small steip of blue litmus paper and bring
this in contact with zome moist soil. Tf the
blue colour of the litmmus paper changed to a
reddish hue, then we would know that the soil
was acid. But a weak aeid soil wonld ehange
the colour of this Llue litmus paper just as
much as a strong acid soil would. Henee by
this method the farmer did not know how much
lime should he applied to correet the acidity.

1 wish specially to draw the attention of the
Minister to these words—

Within the last few years, however, the
Truog acidity test has hecome available and it
is now a matter of but about five minutes’ time
to determine aceurately not only how acid the
soil is, but a chart is also provided showing
just how many tons of lime should be applied
to the acre for that particular field. Most State
experiment stations have thig test, or a similar
one, and any farmer ean either send a small
sample of his soil to his State experiment sta-
tion, or agricultural college, and they will run
the test off for him. Possibly the county agri-
cultural agent has one of these, and ag he is in
the county for sneh purposes, every farmer who
is anxious to determine the acidity of his soils
should take the proper steps to obtain a re-
liable answer to his problem. The luxurious
growth of certain Weegs ja almost a sure sign
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of acid seils. Sugh weeds as the common plain-
tain, sheep sorrel, corn spurry and horsetail
all thrive Lest on these acid soils, There are
many ditferent forms of lime that can be ap-
plied to the soil to correct the acigity. Ground
limestone, burnt lime, marl, murble dust, pul-
verised corals and shells ave different forms of
lite that may be used. However, the first two
are the forms most commonly used, Ground
limesatone is a reliable form of lime to use, al-
though not quite as quick in its response as the
burnt lime. In many commuuities there are
large deposits of lime rock that are capable of
being c¢rushed and ground finely encugh for
agriculiural purposes. When this can be se-
cured, it will probably be the cheapest source
available, unless the distance of hauling is too
great. A farmer might plan to haul this lime
during the summer or fall, but as he generally
will not have the time for such extra work, he
may sately leave it for the more leisure winter
days, witliout a sericus loss of results. Another
form of agricultural lime is lump or burnt lime
already mentioned. This is made by heating
the limestone t{e an intense heat, in speeially
construeted kilns, thus driving off the impuri-
ties, and leaving the common lump lime. When
this lime in the lump form is finely ground, it
is ready to put on the land. There are many
companies that make a business of preparing
this lime and selling it in ear load lots to groups
of farmers. In regard to the time of agplying
the lime on the land, it might be said that the
sooner it is applied the better. If it can be
put on during the fall, after a crop has been
harvested, and allowed to stay in the soil over
winter, muoeh better results will be obtained
than putting it on the land just before the crop
i3 put 1n, in the spring. Whenever lime is put
on, fall or spring, it should be thoroughly
worked into the soil, rather than allowed to re-
main on top.

Some of these remarks apply more to
Canadian econditions, but in some of our
older districts the same conditions apply to-
day. I gould not wish for anything that
more clearly expresses to members and the
Minister the points T am so anxions should
be dealt with. 1 particular!y desire that
the Minister should, if possible, see that a
plant is erected at the Muresk Agricultural
College for the applieation of the Truog
acidity test. By this means the farmers of
the Avon Valley and elsewhere will have
an opportunity of getting their soils tested.
I gather that such a plant would not run
into very much money. There is no doubt
that in the older settled districts lime has
been leached out of our soils by the use for
many vears of superphosphates, and that
this has tended o give poorer returng from
the point. of view of wheat produetion.
Perhaps we are getfing it back by way of
fodders and sheep feed, but the addition of
lime to our soils mnst prove of great bene-
fit not only to the soils themselves, but in
the way of building up a hefter type of
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slock. 1 would draw the atiention of the
Minister to the fact that Professor Lowrie,
Professor Paterson, and Professor Hend-
rick of Scotland are emphatic in maintain-
ing that lime must be applied to the soil if
we are going to get the best results from it.
In reply to questions that I asked, the Min-
ister indicated that the Director of Agricnl-
ture is not sufficiently seized of the import-
ance of this question, becaus: the answers
did not encourage the opening up of lime
deposits either by ecompanies or private
individuals. I hope the Minicter will con-
sider the advisability of giviny more alten-
tion to this matter than has been domne in
the past. I believe that in the central dis-
tricts we are on the verge of the discovery
of a lime deposit of considerable value. 1
am not yet in a position to speak as to the
quality of the lime, hut will have the ip-
formation in the course of a few days. I
hope by that time to be in a position to ask
for some assistanece in the matter.

The Minister for Lands: -The Minister
cannot enter into State trading in the mat-
ter of lime.

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH: I do net
know that anything of that kind will be
necessary. We will take that fence when we
come to it. I urge upon the Minister o
add & Truog acidity test to {he equipment
at the Muresk College.

MR. LINDSAY (Toodyay)(5.24]: There
is no donbi that agrienliure 1 an industry
upon which the future development of the
State depends. I can speak with some
knowledge on this subject. There is no
doubt that the experimental farms, particu-
larly in connection with the breeding of
seed wheats, have done a great deal for our
wheat-growineg lands. One cannot help,
when travelling around the wheat farms,
being struck by the favourable manner in
which they compare with Eastern States
farms, becanse of the cleanliness of our
erops and the uniformity of the wheat.
This is brought about by the action of the
Agrieultural  Department in  breeding
wheats on their farms. A few years ago
we could not tell what kind of wheat we
were growing. There were so many mix-
tures of wheat that we could not say what
they all were. Agriculture is a natural
indvstry that we ean develop withoni
diminishing the inheritance. of future
generations, The more we develop it, the
more we inerease the value of that inherjt-
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ance. We shall be judged in future by
the way we bave deali with our lands
The Minister referrcd to the wheat yields
on the Merredin esperimental farm last
year. It was a dry year, particularly dur-
ing August. He stated that the average
rainfal]l for the six months was 564 points,
and that the average yield was 105
bushels. In 1911, when a great many crops
failed, the rainfall for the year was com-
parable with that of last year. It is en-
tirely owing to an improvement in farm-
ing methods that we were able to produce
what we did. Mr. Sutton stated at the
Merredin farm that it was possible to pro-
duce three bushels of wheat for every inch
of rain that falls in the six growing
months. That is very important with
vespect to the opening up of our far east-
ern wheat lands. We see to-day what has
been going on in the past in connection
with the development of our wheat lands.
A man wants land, and goes out further
than cither the departments or the Govern-
ment think he should go. This has heen
going on for the last 20 years. FEven in
the old days Dowerin and Wyalkatehem
and other places were regarded as deserts.
The same kind of thing is going on at
Southern Cross to-day. The people in that
distriet are trying to develop land conecern-
ing wlieh the department is still pessi-
mistie, and are employing the methods
that were used 20 years ago 100 miles
further wesi. Although we have heen
sucessful in our primitive methods, I am
doubtful if the same suecess will be met
with in the far eastern areas. The shorter
the rainfall, the better shonld be the
methods of farming. T do not think those
settlers should be encouraged to farm on
their present methods, The farms which
have been established esst of Southern
Cross should have been established many
years ago. It would then have been possible
to prove the country, and indicate the best
way of putting the Iand to use. The Agri-
cnltural Bank would also have been able
fo advanee meney in that district, as is
the ecase with distriets further west. It
only advances now np to 50 per cent. of
the value of the improvements. As these
seftlevs have not sufficient eapital of their
own. they are foreed to emplov primitive
methods. whirh, unless the =seasons are
very good, wmst result in failure.  The
Minister also dealt with the Wongah Hills
Ticht land farm. A few vears aeo it was
said in Parliament that these light lands
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were of no use. Shortly before the farm
was taken up many millions of aeres of
similar land were regarded as useless. The
Minister now tells us that in the first year
of its operations the farm averaged 17
bushels of wheat to the acre. 1 am still
not satisfied with the methods that were
adopted on the farm, just as I am dis-
satisfied with the methods adopted on other
light lands.

The Minister for Agriculture: They were
very rough.

Mr. LINDSAY: Yes. Despite the primi-
tive methods, the average vield was nearly
17 hushels to the aere. This should canse
us to wonder whether what we said ahout
our lght lands is right or wrong. We
shonld not begrudge money to the Agri-
enltural Deparimenat. We are developing
huge areas in an extensive way. Tt is a
guestion of acreage. The time is Jong over-
due when we should give more considera-
tion to the subject of produciion. The
Agrieultural Department has given much
assistapce to the agricultwral community
in the past, but in my opinion it could
have given still further assistance. I
recognise, in view of the limitations upon
the finances, that the activities of the de-
partment have bhad to remain within cer-
tain bonnds. Despite that, the department
has done a good deal for the farmers.
Apart even from the experimental farms,
experimental plots have been condueted in
varions parls, in eonjunction with the
farmers themselves, Those experimental
plots have heen a source of considerable
edncation for the farmers. Agcain, crop
eompetitions have been established, and T
ean sav from my own experience that those
ecompetitions have had a wonderfnl effeet
upon surrounding distriets, in inereasing
the vield per aere. WNaturally, if farmers
hear of exceptionally good returns having
been obhtained, they want to know all about
it, and thus their edneation is extended.
I trnst that this svstem will he adopted
even more generally in the futore  The
nuestion is often raised as to how far east-
ward we shonld go with our eunllivation.
C'omparisons are drawn between our light
lands and those of the Eastern States.
There is a difference between the rainfall
that we experience and that registered in
the Eastern States. Our rainfall is more
regular and more reliable.

Mr. Latham: T suppose H is a bit differ-
ent among the groups!
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Mr, LINDSAY: I am not talking about
the groups now; I am talking about agri-
culiure,

The Minister for Agriculture : Quite
right; you were discussing experiments!

Mr., LENDSAY: It is true that in some
purts of the Eastern States the rainfall at
times may compare favourably with that
registered in Western Australia, but it has
to be remembered that in the Bast the
rainfall varies comsiderably, Some years
they may have droughts, and other years
excessive rainfall, ln Western Australia,
on the contrary, the seasons are more even
and the rainfall more reltable. The Min-
tster pointed out that at the Merredin State
Farm an average of 104 bushels to the
acre had been harvested, with only 565
points of rain, That shows that even with
such a small rainfall, we are able to produce
payable erops under our improved methods
of cultivation, securing results that would
have been impossible in years gone by. The
reason for that is that we have iniroduced
new classes of wheat and improved methods.
While I was in Vicioria reeently [ lenrnt
from the officials of the Agricultural De-
partment there, that the ideal they had be-
fore them was to grow 315 bushels of wheat
to the acre for every inch of rain that fell
during the six growing months. Althoogh
that objective has not heen realised yet, 1
aseertained that in some instances more than
three bushels to the aere had heen produced
for every inch of rain that had fallen during
the growing season. That will give hon.
members some idea of the extent to whieh
we can cxtend our wheat belt in Western
Australia provided we use proper methods.
Of course it is necessary to have a reason-
ably good season during the preceding year,
s0 that the moisture may be preserved to
enable operations to be carried on, If
dronght conditions obtain during the first
vear, it will be necessary to have a heavier
rainfall in the second year, if snceess is to be
assured. When I speak on this subject, I
do sn with experience, When Mr. Sutton
made a statement regarding the possibilifies
of wheat production here, during a speech
at Merredin, the instance he gquoted in sup-
port of his contentions was that furnished
by my own results. With 7 inches of rain,
provided it falls during the six growing
months, it 8 possible to produce three
hushels of wheat to the aere for
every ineh of rain. I say that because I
have produced that quantity myself. That
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in itself will help the Committee to reulise
the great future ahead of agriculture in ihis
State. | hope the Minister will push on
with his experimental farms, and particu-
larly with the one at Southern Cross. I
believe, despite the pessimism of many peo-
ple regarding those eastern districts, that
there is a fair chanece of success there,
1o the past they have net had a fair chance,
1t success tollows there, 1 shall expect to see
prosperous and thriving farms established
over large stretches of eountry and that wiil
assure still further prosperity for an in-
creased population. That will be to the
great advantage of agriculture throughout
Western Australia generally. I have other
matters that [ will deal with when the items
are before ns. In the meantime, 1 have
much pleasure in supporting the Estimates
for the Agricultural Department.

MR, STUBBS (Wagin) [5.35]: My sole
desire in speaking on these Estimates is to
eniphasise, in commou with the Minister, the
importunce of providng proper experi ad-
vice for those engaged in the dvied fruits
industry. Considerable areas of land in
various parts of the State have proved the
eapability of the soil to -grow erops second
to none in any part of the world. I fear,
however, that a large number of men en-
gaged in the dried fruit industry either do
not nnderstand the proper method of tveat-
ing fruit in the drying stages, or there are
some screws loose in their methods of pack-
ing. Recently 1 noficed in the Press that
a squeal had gone up from one part of
Vietoria to the other, because the Western
Australian growers had sent over consign-
ments of dried fruits that had competed
suecessfully with the products of the viti-
culturists of Vietoria. I think the agitation
went so far as to condemn the action of
growers here, because they were exploiting
the markets of Vietoria in competition with
the local growers. I do not know whether
the attention of the Minister was drawn to
the agitation, or whether any action was
taken in Vietoria to prevent the Western
Australian growers from engaging upon the
trale with the publie there.

The Minister for Agrieulture: We drew
the attention of the Federal Government
ta what we rewarded as a violation of the
Fedeval Constitution. Althongh two com-
mnnieatione were despatehed to the Com-
monwealth Governmment, no reply has been
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received trom them so far, and we take it
they are acquiescing in the positiow.

Mr. BTUBBS: I hope the Minisler will
follow the matter up. There are immense
possibilities ahead of the growers of West-
ern Australia.  Certainly we can grow truit
of Hirst-class quality, capable of being twned
into an excellent product, if properiy
treated. I will give hon. members one or
two illustrations to show the effect of putting
up and selling a good article, with the re-
sult that good prices are received. I know
it is customary for a great number of peo-
ple to say that the industry is not worth
bothering about because good prices cannot
be obtained. If any hon, member were to
go to Boan's Ltd., or to any other of the
big shops and ask for a pound of raisins,
he would Dbe charged 1s. 6d. a 1b.
for a first-class line. If we were
to ask a grower in the Swan Val-
ley, or in any other part of the State
where vines grow well, what he would be
prepared to take for his erops, he would be
told the grower would be glad to get half
the price I mentioned for his fruit. Surely
Boans Ltd. do not ask for a profit of 9d. a
Ib. on local raisins! Who is making the
money out of the deal? It appears to me
that very few growers know how to prepare
an article for sale.

Mr. Panton: It is possible to buy raisins
for 414d. or 5d. a lb.

Mr. STUBBS: I paid 1s. 6d. a )b, I
know that it is possible to purchase jines at
from 5d. to 9d. a lb., but those lines do not
represent good produce. 1 Lnow you can
get currants and raisins at from 8d. to 104d.
a lb., but if one desires to get dried fruits
of exeellent quality, it is necessary o pay
g higher price. I believe that the growers
in the Swan Vallev and elsewhere can mar-
ket fruit of an excellent quality, if only
they bave the proper experience, T nofire
that there is an item ineluded in the Esti-
mates referring to a viticulturist whose
salary is given as £432 a year. Does that
officer travel round the varions vine-grow-
ing distriets, giving advice to the growers
as to the freatment of the fruit during the
dryving stages? T hope the Minister, when
replying, will give us some information as
to what is heing done in the interests of
this industry. Tmmense sun's of money
have heen advanced by the Agrienltnral
Bank to assist men engaged npon the culti-
vation of the vine. Ti will be a thousand
pities if that industry is allowed to Aecline
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for want of atfention and c¢are, particu-
larly in connection with the drying pro-
cesses. There are one or two other items
on the Estimates to which I will refer at a
later stage. One of these relates to im-
portant work that is being carried out by
the wool inspector, for it ean be said with
truth that his work has resulted in greatly
in¢reased wool production in Western Aus-
tealia. I have in mind something that oc-
curred a few years ago when representa-
tives of one of the leading departments of
this State reckoned that certain parts of
the Great Sounthern districts were no good
and that they were tired of advancing
money to the farmers there. Amongst other
Government officers who paid a visit to the
district concermed was the wool inspector.
Acting on his adviee, a numher of men who
were on the bread and butter line seven or
eight vears ago are now on Lhe high road
to prosperity. He told them that the grass
prevalent in the distriet was such as would
lend itself to the growing of the best
merine wool, and he said that if the farmers
went in for that class of sheep, they would
prove that their districts were some of the
best for that type of wool in the Siate. I
pay 8 tribute to the Agriculiural Depart-
ment, and te that officer in partieular, for
the splendid services rendered to the wool
industry of Western Australia.

MR. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [5643]: The
Minister for Agricultore has o shoulder a
grave responsibility as head of this Depart-
ment, because agriculture may be looked
upon as the key departiment of the Govern-
ment activities.  'We have the Lands De-
partment, which we may terni the founda-
tion department, providing the land. Then
surveyors cut wp the land into areas of the
required size. The Public Works Depart-
tnent construets bridges, roads and so forth,
and then the Railway Depariment comes
along with lines through various areas.
Qo it goes on, the various Government de-
partments carrying out varying phases of
governmental activities. Tt is left almost
entirely to the Agrienltnral DNepartment to
ensnure the sunceess of produection throughout
the Stale. 1t is almost exclusively the dmty
of that department to advise upon methods
of production, to provide experts to give
advice, and to guide the administration of
the department in the direction of achieving
results to which we look for the prosperity
of the State. Alreadv agrienlture has be-

1949

come the most important industry in West-
ern Australia. It was for this reason that
in previous years Parliament has not
begrudged money for the earrying on of the
work of the Agricultural Department. Min-
ister after Minister bas been told that if
the funds voted by Parliament were not
suflicient, additional moneys would be made
available, Members have recognised that
the activities of the departmeri were in the
right direction and therefore increased ex-
penditure was not denied.  The officers
ander the Minister’s control seem to bave
been very careful, because list vear the
Government were voted £74,091 for this
particular department, but only £70,487 was
expended. Thus a saving of £4,504 was
made. That compares very favourably with
the results shown respecting the working of
the Mines Department, the Estimates for
which we disenssed last night. The Mines
Department spent £78.000 instead of
£62,000, which was voted by Parliament.
Thus the Mines Department rhowed an ex-
cess of £16,000 as against the Estimates for
the year, compared with the saving I have
mentioned regarding the Agiienlfural De-
partment. When we consider the relative
importance of these two departments, if
must be realised:that the Agricultural Depari-
ment is of increasing importance hecanse
the agricultural activities are extending,
whereas the Mines Department controls an
mdustry that is gradually deelining. At
any rate, these figures disclosc the fact that
the heads of the Agrienltnrs] Department
have certainly not heen spendthrifts re-
garding the money under their control.

The Minister for Agrienltore: That is not
4 fair comparisorn. .

Mr. ANGELO: Agriculture is extending
from one end of the State to the other and
is rapidly improving. 8o long as the Minis-
ter 15 satisfied that there is no undue cur-
tailment in the department. I too will be
satisfied, but T eonsider that with the in-
crease in the activilies of the department
we should he able to angment the number
of experts,. We might also consider the
advisableness of improving their calibre if
it is found that thev are not exactly what
thev should he. Judging hv the small zal-
aries that some of the experts are receiving.
they camnot think ten much of themselves
to remain in their positions, when, with the
knowledge that they have, thev shonld he
making a competence for themselves out-
side. The other evening on the Lands De-
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partment Estimates we heard two splendid
speeches delivered by the Minisier for Lands
and the Lesder of the QOpposition. We also
had & upe oration last mght irom the Min-
ister for Agriculture, but 1 canno{ help
thinking that those three gentlemen must
have forgotten a very important matter,
The .uinister for Lands supptied the House
with a map showing our territory from the
southern shores to Geraldton. There was
nothing whatever on that map to indicate
thai there was a North-West, nor was there
any reference to that part of the State in
hig speech. The Leader of the Opposition
seemed to forget that the North-West bad
ever existed and then the Minister for Agri-
culture followed suit. Is it a conspiracy of
silence in regard to the North-West, or did
the hon. gentlemen forget that two-thirds
of the area of this State, constitutes the
North-West? If an argument were required
to enable the Federal Government to say that
they zhould take over the Northern part of
Western Australia, it was certainly fur-
nirhed by the Minister for Lands, the Leader
of the Opposition and the Minister for
Agriculture in the spedches ' that ‘they
made, speeches which omitted all mention of
the North-West. The speaches of the Minis-
ters practically admitted that the Govern-
ment are not, perhaps I should not say
capable, but on account of the finanecial
position, I will say they are not able to do
anything for the North-West.

The Minister for Agrienlture: What bas
become of all your schemes up there?

Mr. ANGELO: 1 shall refer to those.
We require an expert to advise as. The
Department of Agriculiure was created not
only for the southern parts of the State,
but for the benefit of the whole of Western
Australia, to supply the expert knowledge
to those who songht it. Tt is & most exira-
ordinary thing thut ene item in this depart-
ment for which a vote was provided last
vear should be missing. T refer to provi-
sion for a tropical adviser. Affer some
vears of urging by North-West members the
Government of the day appointed a tropi-
cal adviser and we had the benefit of his
gerviees for some time. TUnfortunately the
salary he was receiving was so small that
when he was offered a better position hy
an emplover who understood his eapahili-
ties, he accepts it. Sinee then attempts
have been made to replace that officer. but
no one has yet been appointed. T sappose
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the vote last year was absorbed by the
southern parts of the Siate.

AT, Sampson: Can we grow any tropical
products?

Mr. ANGELOQ: The hon. member must
know that we can do so, but it is very diffi-
cult.

The Minister for Agriculiure: Pineapples
can be grown in England.

Mr. Clydesdale: Bananas ean be grown
in the North,

Mr. ANGELO: Yes, but npfortunately a
pest made its appearance and ruined the
plantations. If we had been given the ad-
vice of one versed in tropieal agriculture
the position might have been different. Re-
cently, and without the help of the depart-
ment, some men who undersiood tomato
growing got to work, and they are now send-
ing tomatoes to Melbonrne and receiving
as high a price as 33s. and 40s. a case.

Mr. A, Wansbrough: And as soon as the
Melbourne people wake up they will stop
buying the tomatoes.

Mr. ANGELO: As is known, the tomato
has to be packed just prior to being
shipped, and as vessels make their appear-
ance on the North-West coast about once a
fortnight only, the resulf is that many cases
of this product are ruined. What I ask the
Minister to do is to make a determined
effort to see whether he can secure the ger-
vieces of a tropieal adviser and also to es-
tablish an experimental farm in the North-
West. T know of men who have spent thou-
sands of pounds in carrying out experi-
mental work. I have lost thousands of
pounds in doing work that ought to have
been done by the department. Being lay-
men and not knowing how to deal with
pests, the people in the North-West have
hecn seriouslv  handieapped. When the
tropical adviser was emploved by the State
he did exeellent work. He advised the
people what to do and what not to do.
Often it was of service to be told what not
to do. At the Gascoyne. Mr. Coe is strug-
gling along with a very little money doing
experimental work whieh should be carried
out by the State. The Minister for Works
and Mr. Stileman, the Engineer in Chief,
had an opnortunity a few months ago of
seeing what thizs man was deine, and thev
were ahsolutely astounded. One thing about
which he was able to satisfy them was that
there was an unlimited water supplv at the

' fiaseoyne, a supply that would enable tropi-
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cal agriculture of & certain magnitude to
be carried out. I am not going to say any-
thing further except again to ask the Minis-
ter to try to seeuve the services of someone
to act as tropical adviser, and to establish
a few experimentzl plots in the North-West.
I do not intend to suggest where they shounld
be located. Let them be distributed through-
out the North-West. Certainly there shonld
he one near Wyndham where we are told
a good deal of land has heen surveyed for
cotton growing.
Mr. Teesdale: Not only cotton.

Mr. ANGELQ: No, many other pro-
duets as well. We have proved that
we can grow bananas, but unfortunately,
as T have alrendy stated, a pest made its
appearance and the layvmen did not
know how to cope with it. T wonder
what the wheat farmers would have done if
the services of experts had not beeu placed
at their disposal to deal with diseases when
they made their appearance.

Mr. Latham: What diseases?

Mr. ANGELQO: Various diseases that ap-
peared from time to time. On the occasion
of my last visit to the Lastern States I met
2 gentleman who was interested in the ex-
port of eggs and he impressed me with the
value of the export trade. I read one or
two accounts of lectures that he delivered
at the request of the Vietorian and New
South Wales Governments. He apparenily
knows his subjeet intimately and he also
knows how to advise the farmers to get
the best resunlts. I went through his paek-
ing sheds in Melbourne and I was surprised
at the extent of his operations and the
thoroughness of his methods. T asked him
whether he was ever likely to visit the West,
and he replied that he had not heen here,
but nothing would give him greater pleasure
than to be invited to come to this State. He
said he would do 3o in an honorary capacity
if the Government eared to have hiz ad-
vice. I suggest that the Government might
frank his passage.

The Minister for Agriculture: It will
perhaps surprise you to know that last year
we ¢xported between 30,000 and 90,000 eggs
to England and got the highest priee for
them.

Mr. ANGELQ: This gentleman might be
invited to come here and deliver lectures
to poultry farmers who at the present time
may be looking on egg production as a side
line.
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The Minister for Agriculture: We have
a very good man in the department.

Mr. ANGELO: Bui we are paying this
very good man only £261 a year.

The Minister for Agriculture:
his classification.

Mr. ANGELO: If he is such a jolly
good man, why pay such s small salary¥

The Minister for Lands: We pay a higher
salary here than they do in Victoria.

Mr. ANGELO: Anyhow it is only a sug-
gestion that I throw out. I can provide the
Minister with this gentleman’s name and no
harm would come by extending to him an in-

That is

vitation to visit Western Australia. Such
a visit might do a lot of good.
MR. LATHAM (York) [5.58]: I will

not ask pardon for offering a few words
on these Estimates, because I consider there
is no more important industry in lhe State
than agrieulture. We are all aware of what
agriculture has done for Western Austra-
lia. I sometimes wish we could make others
outside realise the importance of the in-
dustry just as mueh as we do onrselves.
Looking at the figures in the last “Quarterly
Abstract” I find that in the year that the
Leader of the Opposition went out of power
the area under cultivation produced no less
than £11,183,000 worth of wheat. In a
State like this, this must be regarded as a
wonderful accomplishment. Besides that our
production from the pastoral areas was
worth £6,000,000. In view of the enormous
production from agriculture and the pas-
toral industry, we must acknowledge the
claim those activities have for further de-
velopment. The salvation of Western Aus-
tralin depends on them. I was greatly in-
terested in the Minister's announcement that
ke will push out experimental farms into
new areas. ] think the hon. gentleman sug-
gested that that should have been done in
the past; but the development of ibhe agri-
cultaral areas could not have been =0 rapid
as it has been, if we had had to await resuits
from experimental plois. The scheme of the
present Leader of the Opposition, to send
out settlers and let them know what money
would be advanced to them by the Agrienl-
tural Bank, has done far more for lthe
State than any other system conld lhave
achieved.

The Minister for Lands: Experimental
farms existed in Western Anstralia before
the present Leader of the Opposition en-
tered Parliament.
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Mr. LATHAM: T did not know that their
origin dated so far back, MMy first recol-
lection of the Merredin State Farm is that
it was a bed of wild oats.

The Minister for Lands: It was not a bed
of wild oats when I saw it in 1904.

Mr. LATHAM: 1 am not questioning
the valne of the experimental farms. They
are doing good work, espeeially by breed-
ing the right kinds of wheat for growing
in this State. The troubles of the past arose
not because our farmers were indifferent,
bt Lecanse the wheats employed were not
suitable, more especially having regard to
our short season, which ecalls for quick-
growing wheats. Moreover, wheats used
here should be able to stand up against dre
spells.  Wonderfully good work has heen
done by the experimental farms in that re-
speet, and we owe a great debt of
gratitude to the expert officers of ihe Apri-
cultural Department. We must look to them
for help. Ministers eome and go, but the
departmental officers remain and make a
lifelong study of their work.

The Minister for Tands:
they are paid for.

Mr. LATHAM: Of course they are, but
some people give more of their time
and attention to their work than others
do. T venhwre to say that some of the
officers T vefer to continue their work at
night in their homes. Tt is a matter of
regret that the Government have ‘net
bronght down a Bill to contra! the szl of
copper carbonate. This is a fineiy ground
copper bluestone intended to prevent the
spread of disease in wheat, partieularly
bunt and smut. Tt iz so easy to have
foreign matter in copper carbonate; hardly
anything lends it=elf move to vueh admix-
ture. Tn the Avon district farmers shownd
ma smut in their erops, and theve appeared
to be iron rather than eopper in the mix-
ture they were using. This is a subjeet
to which the Government might well give
consideration.  Most of the Australian
States have laws controlling the sale of
copper carbonate. A good deal of {he use-
Fulness of the mixture depends on the de-
zree of fineness to which the bluestone is
eround. 1 have disenssed the matter with
cxperte. While ther adwit that there are
different” grades of eopper carbonate, it
appears that little testing has been done.
T hope the Government will see fit to ap-
roint an agricultural chemist. Tf experi-
mental farus are to be put out, we
should <ecure *he seientific assistance ro

That is what
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be oblaiue? [rom wn agrieultural chewist.
I do not snggest that our soils are poor or
inferior. but some soils are better than
others, and if we can vrovide a cheap agent
for building np roils deficient in lime or
phesphate or nitrogen or potash, we should
do so. 'The only way to obtain the neces-
sary information is to appoint an agrieul-
turnl  chemist, who would assist our
farmers to produce more wheat per acre
than is being produced fo-day. I hope the
Minister will look into my suggestion. I
have said here repeatedly that there does
not seem to be thal degree of co-ordination
hetween the Agrienltnral Tepartment, the
Lands Department and the Agrieultural
Bank that ought to exist, Those three big
departments should be working as one. In
one sense they have nothing to do with
each other, but they certainly depend upon
each other for suecess. The Lands Depart-
ment makes the land available, the Agri-
cultural Department should be able to ad-
vise what the land is suitable for, and the
Agrieonltural Bank ouvght to be in a posi-
tien to make advances to the settler. Thai -
position does not seem to obtain at present,
When I first eame to Western Aunstralia,
the Lands Department being then admin-
istered by the present Leader of the Op-
position, every block of land available was
shown on the departmental plans fogether
with a statement of what the bloek was
suitable for and what advances would be
granted on it,

The Minister for Lands: I do not think
the use of the land was shown.

Mr. LATHAM: Yes. The plan staled
whether land was suitable for wheat, for
instance: and there were zlso references to
water supplies and water conservation,

The Minister for Agrienlutre: I am sure
that information was not miven with re-
gard to myv block.

The Minister for Lands: Nor with re-
gard to any other block.

The Minister for Agriculutre: I have
seen the advances mentioned, and also the
clnssifieation, but nething else.

Mr. LATHAM: Such details as distance
from a railway, water supply, and tinher
were shown. If the plans now gave in-
formation recarding advances available
from the Agrienltural Bank, it would stnp
many settlers from taking up land without
sufficient eapital. The Minister for Agri-
culture stated to-day that the estimaied
vevenne availahle this vear for the Jdedtruc-
tion of dincoes was ahout £30,000. The
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fizure, of course, ecan only be an estimate;
but with £30,000 we should be able to do
a great deal to get rid of vermin. If we
can rid ourselves of the dingo in the east-
ern and northern parts of the State the
people there will be able fo run n great
many more sheep. The member for (as-
coyne (Mr. Angelo) has said nothing about
the North-West, but if he gets into touch
with the people there he will learn from
them that the kangaroo does n grecal deal
of damage. The kangarco shenld he de-
clared a noxious animal.

The Minister for Agriealture: That is
the case. This fund, however, i3 not fo be
used for the destruction of euros and
kangaroos.

Mr. LATHAM : It is a pity the Mmister
will not nse the money for the destruction
of kangaroos.

The Minister for Agrieulture : Parlia-
ment has not given me authority to .lo so,

Mr. LATHAM: I regret if. If by the
destruetion of the kangaroe we rould n-
able the North to earry moerr eattle or
sheep, it wonld be a great advantase. The
kangarons live on the rivers, anid vhen the
stock want water in dry times, the kanga-
roos. have eaten out all the feed there. 1
understand that the Agrieultural Depari-
ment have recently sent their experts to
the Eastern States to buy cattle. I am
sorry thalt more encouragement is not
given to cattle breeders in Western Aus-
tralia. This State can produce just as
good dairy cattle as are to be found in the
Tastern States. But no encouragement is
offered to local hreeders. Last year vounw
heifers could hardly he given away. Our
breeders should be encouraged by the offer
of reasonable prices.

The Minister for I.ands: We bought all
we could in this State last year.

Mr. LATHAM: No effort was made to
buy locally.

The Minister for Lands: That is untrue.

My, LATHAM : I know of plenty of
cattle that were offered to the Government.
. The Minister for Lands: We bought
thousands of cattle here last year.

Mr. LATHAM: No attempt was made to
buy outside the Great Southern distriet.

The Minister for Lands: Yes.

Mr, LATEHARM : We ean to-day run ecattle
where we eannot run sheep.

The Minister for Agriculture : Mr,
Baron-Hay spent half his time last year
buying cattle loeally,
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Mr. LATHAM: In reply to one offer of
cattle the Agricultural Department said
ihat the cattle were too far away, but that
they eould be sent to Perth for inspection,
and that if they were found unsuitable for
the department they eould be sold in the
open market. Our dairy experts should
encourage cattle breeding in areas where
the necessary feed exists and sheep cannol
he run.

The Minister for Lands: Some of the
cattle coming from dry areas are not suit-
able, and the groaps will not buy them.

Mr. LATHAM: Why ave they not suit-
ahle?

The Minister for Lands:
eo dry too quiekly.

Mr. LATHAM: Many of the cattle of-
ferved to the departinent locally were heifers
which had never been milked. I admit thet
if a eow iz not milked for the full period,
she may go dry more quickly the next year;
hut that excuze does not hold in the case of
heifers.

T'he Minister fur Lands: I have more con-
fidenee in the cxperts than I have in you.

Mr. LATHAM: Occasionally experts may
not feel inelined fo swallow unwise words
which they have uttered hastily.

The Minister for Lands: Some of these
statements were made last year and replied
to then.

Mr, LATHAM: This vote is of the high-
est importance, and the duty of everyone
in the State is to promote the industries
connected with the soil,

Because they

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

MR. BROWN (Pingelly) [7.307: Un-
doubtedly the Agricultural Department is
playing a most important part in the de-
velopment of Western Amstralin, Over 30
vears ago, when first I started "growing
wheat in thizs State, I had just as good
methods of ecultivation as we bave to-day,
notwithstanding which I eould produce only
seven or eight bushels per acre on the aver-
aze, We had then no phosphates and no
drills. By those aids we have now increased
the xield on good land te 25 bushels and
10 bushels per acre. That farm on which
I was 30 years ago has since produced as
mueh as 30 buoshels per acre althongh, as
T say, in those early days we were not able
to et more than seven bushels or eight
bushels. Apart from wheat growing, we
are now using phosphates in top-dressing
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for pastures. A little time ago I saw an
experimental plot put in, not by the de-
partment, but by a private firm. ] was
agreeably surprised to find that, where
2 ewt. of phosphates to the sere had been
used, the clover growing was wonderfully
fine, whereas where no phosphate had been
nsed, only a chain or two away, there was
hardly any clover growing at sll. It would
pay our farmers to go thoroughly into the
use of phosphates. Some mesbers on that
side think the railway freights are too cheap.
For my part | hope the Minister for Agri-
colture will see to it that the freight on
phosphates is reduced as low as possible.
We have been told that phosphates are car-
ried on the railways at a loss. But when
we consider what phosphates are doing for
Western Australia, we realise that it would
be good business to carry those phosphates
on the railways at a minimam freight. By
so doing the railways indirectly would reap
immense retnrns. Over a considerable por-
tion of the State we have a suflicient rain-
fall to warrant the enltivation of subter-
ranean and other clovers. Anybody with a
knowledge of agrienlture will admit that
subterranesn clover is going to play an
important part in stock production. Be-
cause of that 1 should like to see phosphates
carried on the railways just as cheaply as
possible.  Moreover, I contend that the
maximum time should be given a farmer to
take delivery of his phosphates. When we
have a shortage of trucks it is sometimes
impossible for the railways to deliver phos-
phates, and this of course involves a con-
siderable handicap on the farmer. 1f ever
I were tempted to support a State trading
concern, it would be a State manure factory.

Mr. Richardson: You are slipping all
right.

Mr, BROWN: I do not say it would be
advisable, but I am afraid I should have
to support it, for the price of phosphates
is very high,

Mr. Davy: Does the use of phosphate
put money in the farmer’s pocket$

Mr. BROWN: Most decidedly.

Mr. Davy: Then why cannot he pay rail-
wav freight on it?
Mr. BROWN:

freight.

Mr. Davy: You want it carried for no-
thing.

Mr. BROWN: No, but T say it is good
policy for the railways to throw a sprat to
eatch a mackerel.

He is paying railway
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Ay, Davy: What about the farmner doing
the same

Mr. BROWNX: lt is good business on the
part of the railways to earvy phosphates
as cheaply as possible.

Mr. Heron: Lt costs £11 to get one ton of
wire up to Leonora.

Mr. BROWXN: [ notice an amount of
£1,984 ailocated for a veterinary sargeon.
I do not know whether it will require & vet-
erinary surgeon to discover the cause of the
mortality amongst our sheep. 1 do not see
in the Estimates any amount for labora-
tories. The Minister for Agriculture ap-
pointed a pathologist or veterinary surgeon
at considerable cost to discover what is
causing the mortality in the sheep, but ap-
parently We are no bearer the solution of
the difficult problem. lIn my opinion this
is not a question for a veterinary surgeon
at all. Nearly all men who have watched
the ecompiaint have their own theories about
it. My theory is that it will re-
quire & chemist or a botanist-patholo-
gist fo discover the cause of the mortality.

Hon. G. Taylor: You will have to dis-
cover the man first.

Mr. BROWN: I suppose there are highly
qualified chemists and botanists somewhere
in the world. If suoch a mwan could be
brought here it would be of great benefit to
the State, for the economic loss caused by
sheep mortality to-day is immense.

Mr. Stubbs: Is that going on now?

Mr. BROWN: Yes, it has been going on
all the winter. A pesculiar thing abouf the
disease is that one man will lose a lot of
sheep whilst another just across the fence
is losing nome. Consequently, I think the
herbage has something to do with the dis-
ease. I am pleased to note that the Gov-
ernment are in earnest in respect of experi-
mental farms. This must be of great in-
terest to all, more particularly to the Min-
ister for Lands. Our light lands are now
producing highly payable crops. Last year
the experimental farm on the sand plain at
Wongan Hills produced nearly 17 bushels
of wheat to the acre. This year T have seen
crops on sand plain that will refurn up
to 20 bushels to the acre. We have within
easy distance of our railways s tremendous
area of light land that could be put under
profitable erop. It has heen proved that
we can grow three bushels of wheat to the
acre on every inch of rain that falls. There-
fore, by proper methods of cultivation, and
by working the fallow as it ought to be
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worked, we can grow payable crops on 7
inches of rain, provided it falls—as it does
—at the right period of the year. 'That
being so, just consider the tract of country
that we have within the S-inch or 9-inch
rainfall! The demand for land is greater
than ever before, and it is of the utmosi im-
portance to the State that we should satisfy
it. The agricultural college, doubtless, will
do good work and as the result of experi-
menting in wheat will be able to point out
to us the right variety of wheat to grow in
a given loeality.  That question of mght
variety of wheat is playing an important
part in our agriculture. The wheat we were
growing 30 years ago is not known to-day,
for it has sinee heen adapted tc the climate,
The chief inspector of stock, by his lectures
and practical demonstrations, hus done valn-
able work in putting the farmer on the
right track as to the class of sheep to grow.
In consequence we have an improved utility
sheep to-day, giving 10 or 11 lbs. of wool
and having a much larger carease than had
the type of sheep we used to grow. The
work that officer has done amongst the
farmers is invaloable, and I should like to
see him in receipt of a muek higher salary
that he is drawing to-day.

Hon. G. Taylor: What is he getting to-
day?

Mr. BROWN: About £450. 1 do not
know whether he gets any allowances. For
a man of such ability, holding so responsible
a position, the salary is quite inadequate.
Indeed, whatever his salary might be, he
could and does earn it tenfold. Prof.
Lowrie, by the introduction of phosphates,
pointed to the farmers of South Australia
the way to increase their average yield from
7 bushels to 15 bushels. We are only fol-
lowing out the good work sturted by Prof.
Lowrie. In no other part of Australia is
phosphate so urgently required as it is in
our soil. It has been proved conelusively
that some of our land ean stand up to 2 ewt.
of superphosphate per acre.

Mr. Lindsay: Our experts told us other-.

wise until this year.

Mr, BROWN: Well, we ure learning.
If with the expenditure of 5: or 10s. per
acre on superphosphate we can get a three-
fold return, it iz money well spent. An-
other important factor is the feed that
grows after superphosphate has been used.
I could show members sandplain that was
growing nothing but serub, but after it was
broken up and treated with snperphosphate
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the yuantity of good sheep feed that
sprang up was astonishing. 1 hope the
Government will give the utmost considera-
tion to my requests, because it would be
good policy to do so.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) ([7.46]: Agri-
culture, says Gibbon, is the foundation
of all industries, It is remarkable that
wider recognition of the great importance
of this industry does not prevail. TUn-
doubtedly some of the farmers do well, and
in this State for the time being they are
doing considerably better than are many
farmers in other parts of the world. Long
wmay sueh prosperily continue. A question
frequently asked is why the rural workers
are not paid as well as are workers in the
eity. It is a faet that many orchardists,
although they possess the necessary land
and equipment, do not secure what is re-
gorded as the basic wage, and this notwith-
standing the long hours they work and the
larze amount of ecapital they have spent.
Tt ean well be said that agricnlture is more
than an industry; it is a seience. Often it
is 2 gamble. The producer is subjeei to
the elements, and if these are unfavourable,
it is always possible that he will receive
less than would be regarded under the most
favourable conditions as a living wage. A
maiter that might well form the subject of
diseussion is that where production is large,
the returns are nsually low. When require-
ments are overmet, prices drop greatly, far
in excess of the small surplus produced,
A writer recently discussed this matter and
dwelt at length on a eomparison of pig iron
and pigs. There is not much affinity be-
tween those two subjects: the writer had
no difficulty to prove that there was a very
wide dissimilarity. TFor pig iron there is
a stability of price that is unaffected to any
extent. Weeks, months and vears elapse and
the price of pig iron continues stable, The
owner of a pig, however, is the vietim of
a market that varies in a most extraordinary
way. One day he finds that the price
quoted is reasonable, but a fortnicht later
the price may have dronped to sach an ex-
tent that he might well conclude that the
work of producing pigs is unprofitahle.

Mr. Mann: That has not happened in
the last couple of years.
Mr. SAMPSON: 1t is happening all the

time. The analogy drawn between piz ivon
and 'pigs might be applied to anv product
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which is the result of a secondary industry
as compared with a primary product. There
is a wide variation in the one instance and
comparative inflexibility in the other. This
brings me to the question of marketing. If
the many problems surrounding this vexed
question could be solved, the diffienlties that
coufront the man on the land would, to a
large extent, be things of the past. Dur-
ing many months T have taken opportuni-
ties to refer to the work of the Committee
of Direction under the Froit Organisation
Act in Queensland. 1t is enconraging to
note that the work of those who have set
out to stabilise the price of fruit in the
north-eastern State is meeting with 2 good
deal of suecess. To instance one line, let
me tefer to pine-apples for canning. The
retnrns secured as a resnlt of the com-
mittee’s work have increased by no less than
70 per eent. I am aware that in many in-
stances comparative failure has resulted in
regard to eertain other erops, hut when one
realises the outstanding diffieulties of the
pine-apple producers of Queensland extend-
ing over many years and the position to-
day. those who supported the Primary Pro-
duets Marketing Bill last session might well
take heart and urge that a measure on simi-
lar lines be again introduced.

The Minister for Lands:
ers are now asking for it.

Mr. SAMPSON: Tt is inevitable as time
goes on that all producers will realise the
need for and unrge the enactment of =a
measure of control. Later on 1 hope to
refer to the efforts made in different coun-
tries to stabilise prices, which is possible
only under an Act of control.

The Minister for Agrienlture: Why ean-
not it he done voluntarily?

Mr. SAMPRSON: The Mimister knows as
well as T do that even the comparatively
liberal measure he introduced met with vio-
lent opposition.  That, however, was the
result of lack of knowledge on the part of
the people who opposzed it. As the Minister
mieht explain, if he were so minded, the
voluntary wheat pool is in active operation
and is meeting with wide-spread favonr he-
cause of the suecess achieved bv the com-
pulsory wheat nool that preceded 1. T
eonld go further and vefer tn the
B.AW.R.A. and show that under the com-
hined marketing secheme made possible hv
that organication, the pastoralists of Ans-
tralia received a very much hetter price for

The apple grow-
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their wool, simply because they adopted
collective instend of individual bargaining.

The Minister for Agrienlture: Why did
not they continne it?

Mr. SAMPSOXN: It was a war measure,
I might also refer the Minister to the efforts
made by the trade unionists, wisely in a
limited degree, whereby they meet and de-
cide that their labour shall be sold through
collective hbargaining. It collective bar-
zaining is good for them, surely it should be
good for primary preducers.

The Minister for Agrienlture: But they
do not get statutory powers o1t organisation.

Mr. SAMPSON: In spite of the absence
of such legislation they are able to make
progress. However, | had better not con-
tinue on that line of argument, as I notice
that the eye of the Chairman is glinting in
my dircetion. In Queensland there has been
a good deal of opposition to the efforts made
to improve the stalus of the fruitgrowers.
Opposition 1s of course inevitable. Wher-
ever an eifort is made to improve the lut
of any section of the community, opposition
will always be eneountered. As a result of
an action in the Full Court, it was found
that the Committee of Direction had ex-
ceeded the powers that it was competent for
the Queensland Parliameni to give them,
hut it was always intended by the Queens-
land Parliament that the ecommittee should
control fruit within the State as well as
Queensland fruit sent outside the State. For
many months the committee carried on their
work and developed new markets in Vie-
toria and New South Wales. The Full
Court, however, held that the Committee of
Direction did not have the power to do what
they aimed at doine outside the State. Aec-
cordingly the work of the committee snffered
a set back. TUnder Section 92 of the Com-
monwealth Constitntion Aet an injunetion
was granted barring the committee from
continuing certain portions of their work.
In spite of that, much henefit has heen
secured to the growers hy the work of the
committee. Tecently a ballot was taken
amongst  the producers of pine-apples
for canning on the question whether
thev desired the measure of control
in vespect of their produet to continne.
The result was that 80 per cent. voted ir
favonr of continvance. At Stanthorpe.
which is vegarded as the capital of the
granite Dhelt, in which centre a good deal
of opposition was voiced hy a hody terming
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itzelf the League of Freedom, and at Apple-
thorpe and Glen Aplin, close to Stanthorpe,
1 am advised that the people are realising
more fully every day that there are advant-
ages to be sccured by the eontrol, and the
assistance which the Committee of Direc-
tion have been able to give. We have to
thank the Minister for Agriculture for
hringing down the Primary Products Mar-
keting Bill. I fully believe it would have
proved a good measure. Always withont
exception, I have urged that it should be
passed, and that the growers shounld be
given an opportunity if they s¢ desire of
controlling their own business. Prior to the
last elections, the Premier, then Lender of
the Opposition, stated that if his party were
returned to power he would introduce a
measure along the lines of the Quecensland
Fruit Marketing Act. I take it the measuare
introduced by the Minister for Agrienlture
was in fulfilment of that promise.

The Minister for Agrieulture: It was in-
troduced in accordance with that promise,

Mr. SAMPSOXN: I have always acknow-
ledged that the Bill was a good one, though
it lacked some of the prineiples set out in
the Queensland Fruit Marketing Organisa-
tion Act. In Section 3 that' Aet made it im-
possible for a pool to be formed. I as-
smme that as the result of the experience
gained in Queensland the Minister was ad-
vised that it would perhaps be better to
start with the Bill that he brought down. 1
hope in view of the slatewert of the Pre-
mier that this Bill will again be introduced.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
out of order in discussing on the Estimates
required legislation.

Mr. SAMPSON: I should have said 1
hope the Minister for Agricunlture will seek
the approval of the Premier and Cabinet to
enable him te bring down this measnre.
Sueccess is seldom assured on the first oc-
easion.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: 7Will it meet with
better suceess than it did last time?

Mr. SAMPSON: I believe so. There is
evidence in various parts of the State of a
belief that contrel is neecessary, that those
who produce certain commodities shounld
have some say in their own partienlar in-
dustry. To-day that is not the ecase. The
producer neither buys nor sells. He is given
a price for his products, and if he likes he
can take it or reject it. In the vast majority
of cases he cannot state what he requires
and secure that price. Neither is the price
which he is given based on the cost of pro-
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duetion. 1t would be useless for a fruit
grower to set ont fo establish a schedule of
eosts, and base his selling price upon it. It
e did that I am convinced there would be
no market for his fruit.

My, Marshali: Why would there not be a
market based on the cost of produetion?

Mr. SAMPSOXN: Because a majority of
people are oblivious to the elements which
enfer into the eost of production. Aceord-
ingly, those who did so aet would find that
their products would be left on their hands.
This woald follow because of the absence of
cu-operation. There cannot in this particu-
lar industry be eo-operation unless it is of »
compulsory nature.

Mr. Marshall: You believe in eompulsory
preference to unionists?

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
to yon.

M.
safely,

Mr. SAMPSOX: T hope if the sugues-
fion is made to bring down the Bill, the
Premier will agree to this heing done.

The Minister for Agricultore: I hope you
will agree to convert your own side first,

My, SAMPSON: Control is extending, It
does not matter what happens in our im-
medinte loeality. Control is eoming in all
over the world in the distribution of food
products. The Minister for Lands referred
to a meeting of fruitzrowers held at
Kojounp when a vesolution was earried
affirtming the desirability of an Aet to eon-
trol the export of fruit.

The Minister for Lands:
Federal control.

The Minister for Agrienliure: The same
people who condemned the State eontrol
last year are now supporting it.

Mr. SAMPSON: 1 believe in control.
Until the fruitgrowers have control they
will always be found to ocecupy & sort. of
serf-like position. There is a steadily de-
creasing area under fruit trees in Western
Auvstralin. Is anything caleulated to prove
the statements that are made more than the
fact that in this industry the area devoted
to the production of fruit is gradually de-
creasing every year?

Mr. Marshall: What is the reason for

We leave that

Marshall:  You ecan do that wilh

To condemn the

that? .
Mr. SAMPSON: It is a non-productive
industry. Tt does not produece a living for

those who are engaged in it.
Mr. Marshall: Why is that?

Mr., SAMPSON: Beeause of the lack
of marketing facilities.



1958

Mr. Marshali: If I buy a pound of fruit
I have to pay an exorbitant price for it
Why does it not pay the grower?

Mr. SAMPSON: I do not know what
the hon. member terms an exorbifant priee.

Mr. Marshail: If the grower receives the
price that I pay, less the cost of distribu-
tion, would there not be a profit in it for
bhim? You are boosting up the guinea pigs
of 8t. George's Terrace.

Mr. SAMPSON: There is no reference
to guinea pigs in this matter. The fruit
growers are not organised members of the
community. They stand alone and bargain
by themselves, If they were supported by
a few of the guinea pigs the hon. member
speaks of, they might be more successful.

Mr. Marshall: They will never be suc-
cessful while they have a representative of
your character.

Mr. SAMPSON: Apple growers have
had a bad time during the past season.

Mr. Marshall: They have been exploited.

Mr. SAMPSON: The net return for a
dump case of apples sent overseas amounted,
I understand, to approximately 2s. a case.
If a committee were organising this indus-
try they would take a wider range for the
distribution of the fruit. Probably ship-
ments wounld not be limited to one port. Ad-
viee might be received that there was a strike
or some other disturbance at a particular
port. There has been a eoal strike in Eng-
land whieh has had a bad effect upon pro-
duets feaving this State and being marketed
there.

Mr. Sleeman: Apparently you do not
want the workers to have control; you want
the producers to have it.

Mr. SAMPSON: This partly explains
the small returns received by the producers.
The great diffieulty they have to face will
thus be realiced. No better upple is pro-
dnced than that grown in Western Ans-
tralia. The climate is admirably adapted
to the industry. Apples can be produced
here cheaper than in most parts of the
world. New Zealand is a good apple-grow-
ing country, but the care and attention
essential to secure a crop there are largely
in excess of what are necessarv here. In
New Zealand the trees require to be
gprayved six or eight times a year. The cost
of produetion and the efforts of labour are
considerably greater there than they are here.
The trouble is not produetion, but distri-
bution.
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Mr. Sleeman: Why do not the consumers
cet anv of the benefit?

Mr. SAMPSON: Because of the lack of
organisation. I am not here to speak in an
antagonistic way of the agents. In any well
organised scheme of marketiny the agent is
a necessity. There shounld be a coneentra-
tion of intelleet, of representatives of
growers on the matter, the result of which
would decide the markefs to which the fruit
would be sent. At present each individual
acts for himself,

Mr. Marshall: You know the ramifica-
tions through which fruit has to pass when
going to London.

Mr. SAMPSON: I desire to read a few
lines of the report of the Impzrial Economic
Cotamittee. I commend this publication to
the potice of the hon. member. Tt will
afford him the very knowledge he is so
anxious to obtain.

Mr. Marshall:
of it yourself,

Mr. SAMPSON: If T had as little know-
ledge as the hon. member ! should have
more eonfidence. I wish to read an extract
from this report.

Mr. Teesdale: Ask the depuiy chairman
first.

Mr. SAMPSON: The report says—

We reeommend that the dealers and their
organisations in the several ports should take
such action as will clear their calling from the
suspicion which is prevalent amongst overseas
prodncers that they are making a deliberately
hidden nadditional profit. They are, as sales-
men, rendering skilled and valuable services to
the eommunity, and are fully entitled to ade-
quate remuneration. Buot we are strongly of
the opinion that consolidated handling charges
should be capable of detailed and satisfactory
analysis into Lhe several items of out of pocket
expenses, and that such analysis should always
be available to the shipper, Further, we think
that the commission should be sufficient to cover
all other expenses incurred in comnection with
the business.

Youn are badly in need

The next quotation I will make from the
report of the Tmperial Eeonomic Committee
relates to the use of synthelic substitutes
for fruit juices. I have heen advised that
there are on sale in Perth certain drinks
alleged to be composed of the product of
fruit juices, but which are not in aceord-
ance with that deseription.

The Minister for Aericultur:. You shonld
discuss that on the Health Estimates!

Mr. SAMPSON: But the matter is dealt
with in the report of this commission.
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The Minister for Agrieulture: 1t cannot
be introduced wunder this beading; it is
purely a health matter.

Mr. SAMPSON: I had intended to ask
the Minister for Health some guestions re-
garding the matter, but this is an oppor-
tune time to ventilate it. The report
Says—

Our attention has been called to complaints
which have been made in repard to the sale
of synthetic substitutes for fruit juices. Al-
though we have ne reason to suppose that the
admixture of a proportion of an artificial pro-
duct with a genuine juice, is dangerous to
health, it should be pointed out that such syn-
thetic products do not contain the valuable
vitamin qualities of the fruit juice. We re-
commend that nothing should be sold as a fruit
juice, ot under & pame indieating it is a fruit
Juice, if it containg more than a small propor-
tion of other ingredients. If existing legisla-
tion is not adequate for this purpose, we recom-
mend that the question of amendment should
be considered in the interests both of the con-
sumer and of the producer.

As the Minister for Agriculture has men-
tioned, this may be a matter for the Min-
ister for Health to look into, and I hope
he will give consideration to the position as
I understand it exists in Perth to-day. The
information that came to me was an unsup-
ported statement, but it is well worth look-
ing into to aseertain whether synthetic sub-
stitutes are being used in the way I have
indicated. = Reverting to the gquestion of
control T would remind hon. members that
duripg the present week a repert appeared
in the “West Australian” of a meeting of
growers in Tasmania. That is a State
always regarded as having verv conservative
ideas. That meeting of growers passed a
resolution requesting the introduwetion of
legislation to contro] cxports.

Mr. Marshall: Tasmania has regained iis
sanily under a Labour Governmeat.

Mr. Davy: That is an irrelevant kind of
a2 remark!

Mr. SAMPSON: Was the interjection by
the hon. member a charge against the Min-
ister because the Bill of last session did not
hecome an Act. I would not dare to make
such an aceusation.

The CHATRMAN: Order!

Mr. SAMPSON: I regret that the Prim-
ary Products Marketing Bill did not he-
come law,

The CHAIRMAN: 1 have already told
the member for Swan that he is out of order
. in diseussing proposed legislation.
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Mr. SAMPSON: But the Bill I referred
to was considered, and was defeated in an-
other place. That Bill would have been of
great assistance to various groups of prim-
ary producers in this State.

The Minister for Agrieulture: You have
alrcady said that a number of times.

Mr., SAMPSON: But I have not referred
to the poultry people before. Had that
Bill ieen agreed to, it would have been of
great assistance to them. Another group of
produeers, the bee-keepers, bave asked for
assistance. Up to the present, the bee-keep-
ers of Western Australia have not been
regarded with that amonnt of consideration
or respect that T submit is their due. In
Western Australia there is an abundance
of flora from which the flow of nectar is
considerable, People gualified to speak on
the subject say that bundreds of tons of
nectar are wasted each year simply because
the hee-keeping industry has never been
properly developed. To speak in support
of the bee-keeping industry is as a voice
erying in the wilderness. The time will
come when the great possibilities ahead
of that industry will be fully recognised.
There are, I understand, at least {wo apiar-
ists in Western Australin whose profils
reach between £2,000 and £3,000 each year.
That shows what can be done.

Mr. Angelo: They are busy bees!

Mr. SAMPSON: No very consilderable
capttal is involved and in view of the faet
that two men opersting separately ean
achieve results such as I have indieated, the
possibilities that exist for future develop-
ments must be apparent. * I notice that a
snall amount is provided on the Estimates
for the provizion of bulletins giving partie-
ulars regarding the preduction of various
primary produets. I submit that an in-
creased amount could very well be spent in
this way. I do not suggest any very ex-
pensively printed booklets. Those that ave
issued now are valued highly by the pro-
ducers generally, and I hope the Minister
will fake steps to see that pamphlets deal-
ing with as great a variety of subjects as
possible are made available. I refer to the
small bulletins of eight to 16 pages. I under-
stand that the Minister, when introducing
the Estimates, stated that it had heen de-
cided to introduce a Bill to control the dried
froit exports.

The Minister for Agrienlture: T said it
was under consideration and that 1 recog-
nised the necessity for such legislation.
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My, SAMPSON: I understood the Min-
ister to suy that a measure would be intro-
duced.

The Minister for Agriculture:
was probable,

My, BAMPSON: At any rate, 1 bad the
pleasure a few days ago of learing the
Premier say that such a Bill would be in-
troduced, and thercfore 1 am safe in say-
ing that we will soon have an opportunity
to deal with it. Referenee has been made
to what we regarded as the disabilities un-
der whieh loecal growers laboured because
of the existence of control in South Austra-
lia and Vietoria. Personally 1 do not agree
with that view. 1f it were not for the con-
rol that exists in South Australia and .Vie-
toria, the dried fruit producers here would
be in a much worse position. The sale of
their produets would be undermined and
they would be in competition locaily . with
the products imported from Vietorin and
South Australin. I.will quote from a re!
port submitted by Mr. A. Yeates, the repre-
sentative of the growers of Western Aus-
tralia on the Commonwealth Dried Fruits
Control Board. In the course of his re-
marks he said— .

The board regretted that the States of West-
ern Australia and New South Wales lhad not
yet seen fit to pass legislation on similar lines
to that enacted in Vietorin and South Aus-
tralia. The ahsence of wniform State legisla-
tion was the more regrettable in view of the
fact that producers in Vietoria and South Aus-
tralin were compelled to export a large per-
centage of their products and thercby accept
the lewer prices ruling outside Australia, while
their fellow producers in New South Wales and
‘Western Australia were not under any obliga-
tion to carry their propnrtlon of the hurden of
the export trade.

So that it seems to me if the Western Aus-
tralian growers had behaved as they
should have done they would -he in a
different position. . The major portion of
the growers voluntarily gave their support
to their fellow growers in Vietoria and
South Australia, otherwise they might have
found themselves in competition with ‘the
produce of the Eastern growers. I am hope-
ful that the Minister will make provision
for the erection of cool storage sheds oti the
Fremantle wharf. Those facilities are much
needed; they would hé of great assistance
to those who export fresh fruits. In addi-
tion, louvre vans would be invaluable for
they would keep the fruit at a comparatively
low temperature during transit. Under the
existing conditions the frnit, when it arrives

I said it
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at Fremantle after travelling long distances,
is in a very beated eondition. Experts say
that fruit so over-heated eannot be brought
down to a proper temperature unfil several
days have elapsed. The result is that the
fruit ix damaged and when it arrvives in
Fngtland, it is not in prime condition, It is
intcresting to know that efforts have been
made fto erow tropical and sub-tropieal
fruit plants in different parts of the State
with varving degrees of suceess. Those
plants were imported hy me from Queens-
Jand but I regret that in most instances
success did not follow the experiments. The
custard apple has made some progress, and
the mango has been partly suceessful. I
hope that next year, or at any rate, during
the following wear, I may be in a position
to inform. the Committee that the early
progress made with these tropical fruits has
been mauintained and sueccessfnl results
arhieved. I hope that it will be found pos-
sihle to ecultivate many tropical fruits in
different parts of Western Australia.

MR. TEESDALE (Roebonrne) [8.28] I
wish to briefly support the remarks of the
member for Gasecovne (Mr. Angelo) re-
zarding tropieal eultivation, T reeognise
that a eonsiderable sum of money has been
spent in the North by varions people in
order to demonstrate that tropieal produets
will grow well in eertain parts. Lately I
have received samples of tropieal produets
grown at the Drysdale Mission, whdPe, I
am glad to say, there are one or two men
who are always experimenting. They do
not réceive any pay for their work but
take an interest in it, without assistance
i any shape or form. They are endeav-
onring to show what c¢an be grown in the
North. 1t may be of interest to members
to know that they are growing the whole
of the tobacceo that is given to the natives
at that place. We have heard about
tobacco grown in the South-West on one of
the groups, and ne one was more delighted
than T was when I heard about it. I have
nof had any information about that under-
taking recently, beeause, T understand,
that grower was not too pleased hecause I
took ap interest in his work. I think he
was given to understand that the matter
had nothine to do with the member for
Roehourne, and at any rate, T have not
had any reply to the communications T
have despatehed to him. T am very glad
to" know he is still tryving. He was given
a little help last seazon and he put in a
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bigger area than he had in before. At the
same station they are growing the. castor
oil bean and from it they are geiting a
kigher extraetion value than is obtained
from any of the Indian oils. Everyone
knows that that plant grows profusely
here; it is almost a enrse in people’s back
vards. 1t will grow well without any
trouble and without water, Wherever the
seed grows a good strong plant comes up.
Mr. Le Souef has taken a lot of trouble
in growing this particular seed at his
gardens, and T have it on good authority
that the o¢il extraction is considerabiy
higher than that obtained from the same
type of seed grown in India. Is there any
reasen why we should not have that indus-
try looked into? 'There are many miles of
conntry on which nothing has been at-
tempted up to the present time, and no
harm would be done by putiing in one or
two experimental plots fo see what pro-
portion of the seed could be grown to the
acre. I would also like to record that this
particular oil has been found te be the
best that can be used for aeroplanes. We
are aware that that market will be inereas-
ing every year and it is satisfactory to
know that we have the opportunity of
erowing a secd that will be remunerative
tf we supply the oil obtained from the
plant to the air squadrons that are ex-
pected to come into existence. I cannot
miss the opportunity to tell you, Mr.
Chairman, that [ have veeeived informa:
tion from Queensland that all is well with
the eotton erop in that State. Sinee the
bhounty has been yranted, T am assured that
ihe growers will not he able to supply suffi-
cient eotton for local requirements. We
need not be jenlous of Queensland’s success
in that respeet. The huge mill that has been
erected in Sydney is working full time and
now a second mil} is being erected at a cost
of £80,000 in another pari of that Stafe.
Fvery bit of the loeal cotton will now be
dealt with at those two mills and it is
satisfactory to know that eventually we
shall have many articles of elothing, to sax
nothing of sheefing and towelling mann-
factured in Australia. and that it will not
he necessary te import these thing_.-":__from
Home. 'That has bheen a drag and a drain
on the people here, but with the local
article being mannfactured by local labour
in extensive factories, everyone shounld be
satisfied with his proportion of the henefit
that will be derived.
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- Mr. Davy: Except the may who has to
buy it.. .

:Mr. TEESDALE: You must then deal
with the tariff; I cannot help that. At the
present time it seemsa to be the correct

‘thing to give a small honus to enable mann-

facturers to keep on their feet. At any
rate it is satisfactory.to find that the local
article is to be used in Australia. Knitting
wool, which is used extensively mow in
Aunstralia, is being supplied to the retail
trade at 30 per eent. below the price of the

-imported arttele, and that allows of 25 per

cent. profit for the vetailer. T am glad to
know that because it will stop any juggling
in prices in connection with that prodnet.
A fixed rate bas been arranged and the
wool must be sold at that rate. It is fair

,and reasonahle to e\peet when a retailer
ean get 20 per c¢ent., that it will not be sold
at a hlgher price,

[ wonld like it to be
veeognised that we senf a partiealar sample
of eotton to ‘England-—three or four bales

'—and tfmt the sampIe obtained the highest”

price in i:he world’s rparket My Queens-
Jand fuends wrote to say that they want

thé eofton, a sample of which we sent

them, They declaré that they can find a
splendid mavket for it because they them-
selves caniot grow & similar quality. T
hopi that the Goverpmeant have completed
the 'survey and classification of the blocks
in the' Klephant diirict near Wyndham.
I ‘hope' dlso they “will recogmise that
the North as well as the Soulh has a little
efaim ‘on" the Minister for Agrienlture for

‘otie ot two small experiments in the shape

of ‘faris td see Wwhat particular produets
will be'suceessful. We do not reyuire a big
staff of expensive seientists to be engaged;
we want. one man, preferably a man who
has heen a worker.” ‘I prefer a worker to
all--theé "experts on (lod’s earth, The man
that. puts the seed in and looks after it,
and know$ what to do, is the man that is
required;, Tf this Government, or any other
fYovernment; shonld appoint a tropieal ex-
pert for the North, I hope they will seeure
the services of a practical man, one with a
knowledge of the industry from the com-
meneement to the time the produce is har-
vested and exported to the world’s markets.

J have had a painful experience of some of
‘these¢” experts, men who fly around in aero-

planes and disenss the possibilities of onr
hude- tracts of country. We do not want
any more of that sort. T wonld rather see
the. North vemain in its present state of in-
actign- than have such curses abount. The
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effect of these people is mercly to destroy
everyone’s confidence. Their presence does
more harm than good, and it tnukes us years
to live down the harm tiey do. The pro-
nounced silence of the Estimages in regard
to the North-West augurs well for that
part of the State. I consider the time is
not far distant wben the members for the
North-West—mnot the present members—
will be addressing people who will listen
with interest to what is being said, people
who will be enthuosiastic and who will recog-
nise the huge possibilities of the North. We
shall not then be talking as we have been
talking for the past nine or len years to
practically deaf ears.

HCN. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [8.40]: We have heard a great deal
about marketing, I wish some means could
be devised by which growers of fruit could
get a reasonable priee for their product.

. When one buys fruit retail quite a high
price has to be paid for it, bt that is not
to say that the producer getz a fair price.
Of course there are difficulties in the way,
such as high rents and various charges.
Prom time to time we have heard many
suggestions about marketing, but we have
not gone any further forward Of course
it is impossible to take the fruit from the
orchard to the consumer without eost. It
does not matter whether or not there is a
co-operative concern, there are salaries to
pey, or wages to pay, and charges as well,
espeeially where fruit is put through the
ordinary channels. It all means expenge.
The trouble wita our fruit is that it is
scattered all over the eountry. There are
not suflicient guantities in a particular
locality to enable a factory tc be started.
If we had 30,000 acres of fruit in one centre
we could use every bit of it. To-day the
frait that can be sent to the shops is sold,
but inferior fruit finds no market at all.
We tried to establish a factory at Bridge
town but a good many of the apples that
might have been used had o come from
Mt. Barker, and others from other distant
centres. There were not sufficient at
Bridgetown of an inferior quulity to keep
the factory going. If, outside Fremantle,
we had 5,000 acres nnder pench frees, we
conld have a factory there. Probably with
apricots also we could do as well as they
do at Mildura under high irrigation costs.
If we eonld grow our pears in large quan-
tities we could also do something with them,
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but these fruits cannot be ecarried into the
city or long distances to a factory. That
bas always been the trouble and will be the
irouble until we concenirate a bit more.
There is only one place in the world where
they have a real pool that does cover every-
thing. That country is Persiu. The Persian
(overnment buy all the wheat grown there
and distribute it. Shouold there be a short-
age, the Goveroment have to go out.

}Mr. Marshall: You would like that to
apply here just at present.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCIIELL: There
will not be a shortage in this country, at any
rate not in regard to wheat, When we deal
with wheat, we deal with an article that is
not a perishable product. With fruit, it is
a different matter. [ do not wish to speak
at any length on these Estimates, but I
would [ike to impress on the Minister and
on the House that the department is an
advisory department, that it is there to
advise agriculturists on all maiters con-
nected with the industry. The department
are capable of doing it well, whether it be
in respeet. of wheat growing, fruit growing,
or anything else. In the way of protecting
the country from the spread of insect
pests, the department have also done well.
The department also handle the rabbit and
other pests. The officers do excellent work,
but their job is to advise anl also to ad-
minister various Aets, and not nearly so
much to engage upon the business of farm
waking or farm control, except so far ag
is necessary for experimental purposes.

The Minister for Agriculture: That is so.
Our business is to edueate and advise and
protect.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, and
to produce switable seeds. The production
of Nahawa wheat has proved of great ad-
vantage to practically all the farmers of
this State. Nabawa or another of the
wheats produced by our Agricultaral De-
partment is to bhe found on nearly every
Western Australian farm. The best farmer
in the country will not. of conrse, be found
in any department of this State. just as the
best Vietorian farmer is not te be found
in any Victorian department. I suppose
any one of the 10,000 or 20.00 farmers of
Vietoria is a better wheat erower than any
Vietorian official. The official’s business is
to give the farmers advice whick will be of
real henefit to them end the State. He fur-
nishes them with information which they ean-
not obtain for themselves. People who grow
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things are not people who have been trained
in departments. It i5 natural to some
people, especially ladies, to grow things.
Wherever the work of growing fruit or
Howers or vegelables is given to a lady, she
carries it out as & natural industry. Helped
by departmental officers, however, growers
do mueh better. Exactly the same thing
happens in connection with the breeding of
stock. We have put pounds on to the aver-
age fleete of our sheep during tbe last few
years. 1 remember when the sheep in the
Great Sonthern distriet, one of the best
sheep distriets we have, ¢nt 4 lbs. or 5 1lbs.
Then their owners were not well off. To-
day the sheep in the Great Southern dis-
trict ¢ut twice as much wool, and the owners
are well off. The change is due largely to
the officers of the Agricultural Department.
The position is all right as regards shecp
breeding, because many of our sheep
breeders use stud stock; but the position is
not all right as regards horse breeding,
draught horses more particularly. I do not
know why, but all over the State people
have gone ont of horse breeding. At one
iime travelling droves of young stock could
be seen throughout the eountry, even in
new districts; but to-day one sees very few
indeed. Probably not a fraction of the
number of horses bred three years ago will
be bred this yvear. Horses will eertainly be
wanted again; in fact, they are now being
brought in week by week from the Fast. I
do not know what can be done to encourage
horse breeding, but I commend the matter
to the Minister’s consideration. I hope he
will instruet his officers to look into the
question. TFarmers must from time to time
replace horses that bhave grown old, and
hundreds of thonsands of acres are being
eleared each year, and in that connection
horses will be needed. I do not propose to
speak of the North-Weat to-night; the sub-
ject has often been debated. TIf we are
eoing to.do anything with the North-West,
we shall have to bring out special people
for the work. Probably we eonld get some
from Malta. which is a British possession.
Maltese couvld be obtained for fishine and
cultivation in the North. Very likely set-
tlers eonld be secured from Ttaly also. The
sea wealth of the Novth will mive it its lift.
Fishing combined with agrievlture onght to
do verv well there. T shonld Tike to see
these industries ziven a chance in comhina-
tion. As reeards agricnliural edueation. it

is important that our young people who
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infend to follow agrienltural pursuits should
be properly trained, so far as it is possible
to train them.. The time they must give to
education may just as well be devoted to the
study of agrienlture at DMuresk. As we
have secondary schools in Perth and in
country towns, so we have agricultural col-
leges at Muresk and Narrogin. Agriculture
is the greatest industry of all that we are
likely to engage in, and our young people
should be prepared for it. In Professor
Paterson, the Professor of Agriculture at
the University, we have a most capable man;
and T hope his advice and serviees will be
utilised at Muresk. I doubt if there is in
Australia to-day a more capable man than
Professor Paterson.

The Minister for Agriculture: He is on
the advisory commiitee.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1 am
glad of that. He is the one man of scientifie
training as an agrieulturist.

The Minister for Agriculiure: Mr. Sut-
ton has had scientifie {raining.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Profes-
sor Paterson was {rained in agriculture in
Seotland hefore coming to this eountry, and
he is doing excellent work. The research
work which shounld be done, and T hope will
be done, at Muresk must necessarily to
some extent come under Professor Paterson
and Mr. Suiton. I hope that work will not
he lost sight of. Two things have made pos-
gible the spread of agrienltnre in Western
Auvstralia. One-—which should not be over-
looked, seeing that it has a considerable
bearing on the develonment of agrienltore
over a great part of this State—is that we
have natural muleh, which mesns that evap-
oration through the roots of trees is pre-
vented. The trees are killed and the land
is stirred up, and then there is no further
evaporation. TFew spofs possess this ad-
vantage, but Western Anstraliz is one of
those spots. The fact adds greatly to the
valne and productiveness of our Tands, and
it means that affer one has got over the
first vear or two and the soil has become
fairlv charged with stored-up moisture,
which is not wsed bv the cron. one can
erow crops with a Jess rainfall than is
needed for the first or the second time of
sowine. That is the serret, The moistnre is
stored hv the muleh, inst as moisture is re-
tained in orrhard lands hv eanfinnons work-
ing. Tt is a fact that to-dav croms can he
grown in. say, Bree Roek oar in sa'mon gum
and gimlet country with less rainfall than
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was required a few years ago. 1t is for-
tunate that that is so. Land thus served
is more productive under our conditions
than it would otherwise be.

Mr. Lindsay: I have not seen much nat-
ural muleb in forest country yet.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL:
people have,

Other
I did net say the hon. men-
ber hbad. I made no sneh aecusalion against
him. 1 do not think he would suggest that
I did. However, from what T have seen of
the back country, and from what T have
been told by people who have investigated
the point, 1 am enabled to make this state-
nient. When the land at Soulhern Cross has
been tilled for a few wvears, the growing of
crops there will be move certain.

Mr. Lindsay : That is due to econsolidation.

Hon. »iv JAMES MITCHELL: Mr. For-
rest Farmed at Southern Cross successfully
for years. 1 do not think he had a failure
even in 1914. Of course he got his start
without the aid of a bank, though he might
have obtoined financial assistance, seeing
thut Southern Cross was a considerable town.
Selling butter and milk, together with mixed
farming, gnve him his start. I am sure
thai a2 few years hence the results obtained
at Southern Cross will be much better than
they are now. The natural muleh is a great
thing for the baek country. The member
for Toodyay (Mr. Lindsay) will agree with
me that erops have become better than they
wore,

Mr. Lindsay: That is heeanse of eonsoli-
dation. The ground is getting solider.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: It always
was fairly solid. A great deal of the land
away from morrell country is fairly solid,
In the early stages, when cultivation was
light, the land soon became solid. I
know that in salmon gum country the land
works from soft to firm, just as in York
gum country it works from a hard surface
to n surface fine enough to accept the seed.
Having this natural mulch, we should be
able to o ahead with confidence. The higher
prive of wheat renders available mueh land
that conld not possibly have been cultivated
when wheat stood at 3s. Such land can be
used with wheat at 5s., beeause to get hack
the cost of production, 30s. per acre, one
requires only six hushels at 5s. as against
ten hushels at 3s. The increase in the price
of wheat has made possible not only the use

of land generally referred to as light, but

also of sand plain eountry, which could not
he used at all o year or two azo. That fact
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must be borne in mind. It has opened up
a situation that will resnlt in a tremendous
increase in the avea of erop production.

The Minister for Lands: Some light lands
give better crops than some lLeavy lands.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But that
would not be so for long. Wheat could be
grown at Fremantle for Gs. per bushel. The
Minister, when he goes farming, had better
take up the best land. If he cannot do
that he can take up lighter land and do very
well from it, but not year in and year out.
We have still a great deal of very good land
to be cleared, and a great deal of really
satisfactory second-class land, Of course
our costs have been increased 50 per cent.
by the tariff, but foriunately for us the
world’s demand for wheat has kept up, with
the result that we are gefting 50 per ceni.
more for our wheat than we got o few years
ago and so we can meet this artificial im-
post that we have to pay. In this country
fruit is very expensive to market, and I
hope the member for Swan and the Minister
will be able to devise some means of redue-
ing that eost- I do not know whether these
things ean always he accomplished by legis-
lation. I think, with the Minister for
Lands, it can hetter be done by eo-operation
along reasonable lines. I understand that
the Muresk College cannot be diseussed un-
til we reach the next division, when I shall
have a few words to say.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
{Hon. M. F. Trov—>Mt. Magnet—in reply}
[9.3]: Before the items are discussed I
should like to reply to iome of the eommenis
made. It is not fair that members should
attempt to make a comparison belween the
Agricultural Vote and the Mines Vote, for
the two departments are not comparable.
The Agrieultural Department is an advisory
department in relation to land settlement,
and much of the work of land settlement
is carried on by the Lands Department, by
the Tndusiries Assistance Board and by the-
Agrienltaral Bank. So it is not to be ex-
pected the Agrieunltural Vote should be any-
thing like the Vote for the Mines Depart-
ment. The Mines Department has included
in its administration a chemical branel.
Several members have declared the neccssity
for an aerienltural chemist. We have one
already, but he is paid under the Mines
Vote; hceause the chemieal staff are amal-
gamated, and the branch does the work of
all" departments. WWe have a supervising
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chemist and all the chemists and analysts
who serve under him. Again we have
the public batteries, the administration of
workers’ compensation in relation to the
Miners’ Phthisis Aet, the geological survey
and so forth. The work of sarveying, of
course, is done by the Lands Department
for the Agricultural Department. Then
there is the inspection of machinery for the
whole of the State, including machinery on
farms and in factories. All that is done
under the administration of the Mines De-
partment. So the Estimates of the two de-
partments cannot be compared. The Agri-
culbural Voie is increasing year by year
because we are extending the functions of
the department. During the time the Gov-
erument have been in office we have ap-
pointed a number of new officials to give
attention to the agrieultural industry. The
prineipal and staff of the Agrieultural Col-
lege will be discussed later on. We have
a veterinary pathologist, two veterinary sur-
geons, a stock inspector and a vitieslturist.
This ofticer devotes the whole of his time
to helping those engaged in the viticultural
industry.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell :
good work.

Mr. Stubbs: A tremendomns lot of poor
stuff goes on the market. .

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
We cannot .prevent the orchardist from
markeling such produets. We have ap-
pointed seven agricnltural advisers and
quite a number of agricultural cadets,
Nine of those cadets attached to the de-
partment reccive n thorough practical and
seientific {raining in agriculture. They have
to put in a two yvears' course at the depart-
ment, whilst pursning their studies at the
TUniversity. Later on all these young men,
probably, will be inc¢luded in the depart-
mental staff,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : During the
last saven or eight years we have produced
many good agriculturists from amongst the
students.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
There are no fewer than 47 officials in the
Agricultural TDepartment, all advising on
the agrienltural industry. That does not
include the endets mnder training.

Mr, Teesdale: You haven’t ome or two
for the North, T suppose.

The MINTSTFER FOR AGRICULTURE:

The member for Roebourne and the member
for Gascovne referred to the North. Their

He is doing
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ambitions are all right, but the programme
they advance is not praeticable under pre-
sent eonditions.

Mr. Teesdale: You now have the land
surveyed up there, and I hope you are going
to use it. ‘

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. member always paints a rosy pic-
ture, and L am ready to believe be does it
conscientiously. However, the member for
Gascoyne is not nearly so sanguine about
tropieal agriculiure as he likes to appear
to be; for he has had experience of it and
it has failed signally.

Mr. Teesdale: For want of expert ad-
vice.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The previcus Government put some settlers
on the land in the Carnarvon distriet, but
those setilers tailed.

Mr. Angelo: DBecause the promised ex-
pert did not ecme along.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
This is all piffle, this talk abont experts.
It seems that before a man ean go on the
land he must be led by the nose by an ex-
pert.

Mr. Angelo: Well, you have 47 of them
down here.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Under present conditions tropieal agricul-
ture at Carnarvon is an economic impossi-
bility. Carnarvon has not a tropiecal climate;
it is tropieal only in respect of heat; it
lacks the tropical rains without which there
can be no tropieal agricuiture save by costly
irrigation. 'n my youth I was steeped in
tropical agriculture. T was in the sugar in-
dustry, in the maize industry and in the
banana industry all the days of my life be-
fore I came to Western Anstralia, so I had
a perfect knowledge of those industries.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Could you not
go up to Carnarvon and give them some
adviee?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I have advised the member for Gasecoyne
that the omly practical method of closer
gettlement at Carnarven is to cut np the
stations and enable a larger population to
grow sheep. Then, established on a sheep
basis, they could dabble in experiments with
other propositions. That is the only prac-
tieable proposition for that distriet, and the
hon. memher knows it.

Mr. Angelo: 1 do not.
romaneing.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
T went out and saw the banana plantations

You are just
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at Carnarvon, and I realised that one might
just as well try to grow sheep in the Arctic
Cirele. The conditions were utterly un-
favourable to tropical agriculture. { do not
deny that bananas can be grown there.

Mr. Davy: They can be grown at the
North Pole, if you are prepared to spend
enough money on them.

The MINISTER FOR AURICULTURE:
That is the position at Carnarvon. All
those things can be grewn there, but not
economically. The member for ascoyne
declares that magnificent tomatoes have
been grown in the distriet, Of course that
can be done, becanse there is the water
there. 8o, too, with oranges and dutes and
bananas. But the test is, ean those things
be gzrown commercially. Of course they can-
not. The hon. member gave away the show
when he said, “we can grow splendid toma-
toes, but we cannot market them, because
they are perishable.”

Mr. Angelo: We eannot market tbem, be-
cause we have not the steamers.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
What the hon. member ought to be dis-
cussing is, not the growing of tomutoes, but
provision for their marketing. Of course
that is their trouble. Thousands of cases of
tomatoes conld be grown under irrigation
in the Carnarven distriet, but the trouble is
marketing. A tropieal expert is not neces-
sarv to show us how to market produce.

Mr. Teesdale: You have the narketing
trouble down south also.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Some years ago the Mitchell Government
out up aveas of land around Carnarvon and
put settlers npon them.

Mr. Angelo: Three.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The result was what I anticipated, and what
every other person having a knowledge of
land conditions must have anticipated. The
hon, memher's own firm wrote a letter to the
Minister for Lands—a letter that has al-
ready heen quoted in this House—-in which
the whole proposition was condemned.

Mr. Angelo: TUnder those conditions.

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The writer referred to the fatuous people
who still thought that tropical agrieulture
conld be carried on in (arnarvon, and re-
commended that all the blocks be combined
in one area and utilised for sheep.

Mr. Angelo: He did not say that.

The MINISTER TOR AGRICULTURE:
I shall get the leiter.
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AMr, Angelo: He was referring to 160
acres and you would not grow many sheep
ou that.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. member's brother desired that the
areas selected for eloser settlement—he de-
scribed the proposition as a fatucos one—
shonld be vombined and devoted fo their
proper purpose, instead of being used for
agriculture. The hon. member has had teo
much experience in the Carmarvon district
to attempt {o pursue his own proposition in
a practical way. In the days to come when
Western Australia carries a population of
10,000,100 or 20,000,000 people and we

have to make nse of our rivers and
water =upplies, irrigation might become
feasih'e. When we have a large
loenl market to absorb our perish-
able products, many things might he
possible, hut that day is not yet, There-

fore. why dissipate our cnergies and waste
our money on propositiens that will give
no practiral return? The essential nees
of the North-West is to make the pastoral
holdings smaller and give a larger number
of ‘'men an opportunity to make £1,000 o
vear as agninst one person making £10,000.
The people of Carnarvon know that the
lion. member’s proposition is not praetie-
able. The member for Roebourne spoke of
certain  produets whiech could be grown
abundautly. He is quite eorreet. The
castor oil family will grow abundantly in
Weaztera Australia and the bean is of ex-
cellent quality. The Department of Awri-
euléure have investizated the matter, but
it is not an economiec proposition. We
rannot possibly compete against the pra-
duet of other countries where the labonr
conditions are wmuch easier. The cost of
picking the hean here would he ton high.
and so we are not encouraging the cultiva-
tion of eastor oil beans. Tt is nseless to
eneturage people to embark on proposi-
tions that will not give them a livelihood.
The date palm grows magnificently in the
North and many will doubtless be zrown
in years to rome, but we have to fuce the
position a= we find it to-day. T have never
heen n partvy te experimenting with the
lives and happiness of people by putiinz
them on to propositions out of which they
could not make a living. T leave that to
romenne else, The member for Roebourne
alsp spoke of the cotton erop. I am afraid
that is not so profitable as he might think.
I was in Queensland this vear and made
it my husiness to learn as mneh as possible
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of the prospects of the cotton crop there.
| had a long talk with Mr. Evans, the
cotton adviser of Queensland, formerly a
resident of America. lle was broughi oul
by the (iovernment to advise on the pro-
duction of ecotton. He did not hold oui
hope of the cotton industry of Queensland
being suceessful. I am satisfied from my
investigations in Queensland that the grow-
ing of cotton in Australia is not an econ-
omie¢ suceess. It could be grown commer-
cially only by the assistance of large
bounties, both Federal and State, and then
it must be grown in association with some
other industry that would give the settlers
a livelihood.

Hon. G. Taylor: And with very cheap
tabour.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It might be munaged by family labour. In
Queensland cotton pgrowing is associated
with maize growing. Mr. Evans said “This
eountry is admirably suited for growing
cotton, I know of no eountry in the world
where the conditions are so suitable”
Those conditions do not prevail in West-
ern Aunstralia. In making that statement
I exempt the Kimberleys, because I do not
know that part of the State. I know that
it has a far better rainfall than has Roe-
Bourne or Carnarvon. I said to Mr. Evang
“Why do not they go in for more cotton
growing ¥’ He replied, “Because the peo-
ple here are too well offf The American
farmer is foreed to go into it. His econ-
omic condition is worse than that of the
farmers of Australis.”

Mr. Davy: He has nigger labour, too,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
the Ameriean farmer has to work harder
+ud live harder ihan do farmers in Aus-
iralia. Mr. Evans also said, “In asking
people to take up eotton growing, you are
asking them to embark on an industry that
sfues not give them the opportunities that
another industry does.” While I think we
might grow cotton in the Kimberleys, I anu
satisfied from my investigations in Queens-
land that the prospeets of the induostry
there are not so rosy as sowe pecple wonld
have us believe. While the Australian
farmer ean get a better living from some
other industry he will not bother about in-
dustries that give a lower return and re-
quire more labour. The farmers in the
wheat belt could produce any quantity of
butter. If the necessity arose they conld
produce sufficient to supply all our require-
ments, but thev will not do that while
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wheat is 5s. a bushel and wool is bringing
its presenxt price. What farmer would
waste his time milking cows and working
on Sunday and on ell other days when be
can follow a more profitable vecupation?

The Premier: That will come later on.

. The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes. Let us confine owr attention to the
industries that bring us a good return and
give the people deceat economic conditions.

Mr. Davy: Let us direct all our energies
to the most profitable industries.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Certainly, Then when a slump comes in
such industries we shall have a reserve of
other industries on which to embark and
carry on the State, It is of no use appoint-
ing a tropical expert to wander up and
down the coast as Mr. Wise did, to talk
about things and vet feel discouraged in
his own heart. Mr. Wise was a good man.
He knew the game from A to % and was
steeped in the knowledge of it; he possessed
seientific knowledge, but he described as
hopeless a lot of the schemes that the
member for Gascoyne urges,

Mr. Angelo: We are experimenting al
cur own cost.

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
But what is the use of experimenting when
we know it can be done? We can grow
tomatoes and oranzes and other things in
the Carnarvon distriet and what is the
good of experimenting? The object is to
grow things that will give people a liveli-
hood and bring ereater prosperity to the
eountry.

Mr. Angelo: Do youn know that Mr.
Hampshire recommended dairyine up there?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
If it is possible to grow the feed.

Mr. Angelo: He savs it can be grown.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Why does not the hon. member take it on?

Mr. Angelo: We are taking it on.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
T wish the hon. member the best of luck,
but I would not advise any man to take it
on in that distriet unless he had a market
right at hand. Oue dairyman might get a
market for his produce in Carnarvon bhut
20 dairymen would not. Mr., Hampshire
went up there and satd it was possible to
grow lucerne, and of eourse dairying eould
be carried on, but he 4id not say it wounld
he an economic proposition. It can he
done, but the test is whether it would pay.
It might pay one or two milkmen to cater
for the local market and that is all.
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Mr. Angelo: We want a factory up there.
The MINISTER ¥OR AGRICULTCRE:
Why talk such humbug? There has been a
fish factory up there; and meat works were
erected af a cost of £40,000 that have never
exported so mueh as the toe of ¢ lamb. The
fish propoesition

AMr. Angelo: I had no interest in that.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. member talks of all these schemes
and he blinks at the one practical proposi-
tion of making the stations swaller, so that
12 people could be settled where at present
there is only one.

Hon. G. Taylor: You will 'lose some of
the squatters’ votes if you are not careful.

The MINISTER FQOR AGRICULTURE:
The squatters themselves know that that is
a sound proposition. They kuow they can-
not hold the country for all time.

Hon. G. Taylor: They will hold it as
long as they can.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I do not blame the squatters. We are dis-
eussing practical means of settlemment and
we have to keep to practical srhemes. The
squatter is no different from any other man.

Mr, Lindsay: We are all land hungry.

Hon. G. Taylor: The squatter is still
doing good work.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Undoubtedly. The only way t¢ bring about
land settlement in the North iz by having
smaller holdings.

Mr. Davy: And that would not carry
vou very far.

The MIKISTER FOR ACRICULTURE:
It would earry us further than we are at
present. The stations in the North arc not
stocked up, improvements liave not heen
earried out and the country dces not earry
the population it is capable of carrying.
Much has been said about the agricultural
indnstry prospering.  Reference has heen
made to the natural muleh conserving the
moisture in the land. T do not know suffi-
cient to say whether that statement is
correct; it is a matter for the scientists, We
know that in some places there is a natural
muleh and that the land having it requires
less tillage to conserve the monisture. The
price of wheat has had mueh te do with the
prosperity the farmers are enjoving, but
the greatest aid to agriculturz has not heen
mentioned—the  discovery of  saperplos-
phate. If the supply of super. were cut off
to-morrow it would he the greatest ealamity
that ecould hefall Australia. Great areas of
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land that were once desert iand have pow
been brought under cultivation by the use
of superphosphate. That is the great fac-
tor, apart from the magnificent price we are
getting for wheat, that is responsible for

the development of agrienlture and our
great production in  Western Australia.

There was not much necessity for the mem-
ber for Swan to make the spieech he did
regarding funit organisation, and urging the
Government to bring down a Bill. At the
last general elections the Prewier promised
that the Government would introduce a Bill
along the lines of the Act that has Dleen
operating so suecessfully in Queensland. T
know it has been operating succcessfully
there. There is now no agitation against it.
When I was in Quecnsland this year I saw
evidence all over the country that this legis-
lation had done good to the fruitprower,
and had been generally availed of hy most
of the settlers. The present Government
bhave fuolfilled their promises; we introduced
the Bill but it was not accepted in another
place, and was not generally well received in
this Chamber,

Mr. Sawpson: You should not abandon
the attempt at the first failure.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURI:
This party have fulfilled thei- promise. It
is now for the hon. member to convert his
own party. He is not doing a fair thing
in urging the Government to again bring
down the Bill, The Government made the
attempt, but are unable to do anything be-
cause of the opposition of the hon. mem-
ber’s own ecolleagues and asseciates. He
must eonvinee them.

Mr. Davy: T do nof think ke has much
chance.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The member for West Perth put forward
the only reazonable ohjection to the Bill,
one that exists in my own nuud. T know
that onr agriculturizsts need organising. Tn
the case of people who are so insular and so
seff-dependent as are (he agricalturists, T
am afraid it will he diflicult to seeure the
same voluniary co-operation as is obtained
amongst working men. It they get this
orzanisation they will prakablv abuse it un-
less there exists some authority to prevent
them from doing so. Wheaigrowers speak
with pride of the suceess of the volunmtary
wheat pool. The first time the voluntary
wheat pool fails to secure the priee that
other people offer, = bad hlow will he ad-
ministered to it.
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Mr. Lindsay- That will never happen.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It would lead to loss of eonfidence. The
voluntary wheat pool would rot be in ex-
istence but for the compulsory pool, whiech
gave producers a knowledge of and an in-
terest in c¢o-operation, and created that
organisation which led to ihe voluntary
pool. A voluntary wheat pool would be no
further advanced to-day than the compul-
sory fruit pool but for tke ecmpulsory or-
ganisation which created the machinery.
YWhen the Governmment ereated the compul-
sory wheat pool, there wore clamours
throughout the country, and statements
were made that the Governmeni were con-
fiseating the wheat and financing on it.

Mr. Lindsay: Was that syslem not gen-
eral throughoni the Commonweslth?
. The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The State Government merely introduced
legislation to conform to that passed by the
Commonwealth.

The Premier- Tt arose as 2 result of a
conference belween State Ministers for
Agriculture.

- The MINISTFER FOR AGLRICULTURE:
It was stated ihat the Labovr Government
were commandeering the wheat and financ-
ing upon it.

The Premier: The Westralian Farmers
advised the prodncers’ to resist by force the
taking of the wheat.

- The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE-
The farmers enjoy certain conditions to-
dnv becanse of the compulsion that was
bronght about in the beginning. Fruit-
growers will never act together except by
compulsion. When they are compelled to
come together and concentrate upon their
own problems, they will no doubt erente
that machinery and intelligence that will
result in better eonditions and better mar-
keting arrangements than are found to-dav,
Any authority of this kind that is given tn
the producers ought to be attended hy the
precantion that the Government should have
the right to wipe out the organisation it it
was found to be aeting detrimentally .to
the public interest. I would never father
any Bill unless it gave the Minister power
to dissolve the hoard if it was found to be
acting in opposition to the interests of the
public. Tt would he possible for any hoard
to have erops destroyed in rrder to keep
the market up, and to induee producers to
refuse to grow erops and other thingg in
order to exploit the community. It is only
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human nature to keep up prices, but -this
should not be permiited in the interests of
the eommunity. I admit the need for organ-
isation in this parficular industry, because
the producers will not get the full results
of iheir labour without it. 1, therefore, in-
trodueed the Bill. I tvok eare to provide
that the Minister should have power to
look after the people’s interests if they were
found to be unduly exploited.

Mr. Lindsay: We do not care about that
sort of thing.

{Mr.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I cannot understand the complaints of some
members that eertain officers do not receive
higher salaries. The salaries are fixed by
the Public Service Commissioner, and as a
result of elassification. They are higher
than they were. Members have picked out
one officer who, they elaim, should receive
more favourable consideration. They have
referved to the wool expert, Alr. MeCallum.
He is a good officer, but T do not know why
he should have been selecled.

Hon. G. Taylor: As an expert he is
rather lower paid than other experts.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
T value his work. He is a gooed and an en-
thusiastic officer. But the wool produection
of the country does not come under him.
Every sheep breeder in the Great Southern
distriet is doing just as much for the wool
production as is Mr. MeCallum by prodne-
ing stud rams and stud ewes. I somefimes
wonder what is bhehind this propaganda.

Mr. Stubbs: There is no one hehind it so
far as T am concerned,

The » INISTER- FOR AGRICULTURE:
Letters 1 have received say he should have
this-and Lhat consideration. He reguires a
moler ear. 1 should like to give him one,
bat therc are -45- other officers who need
motor ears.  This -eountry i= not wealthy.
We are merely creatiny weanlth now, but
we have not sufficient 'to employ the hun-
dreds of inspectors that mambers desire
should he engaged to rive adviee all round
the country, and to conduet the experiments
that are required, and we bave not enough
money with which fo pay high salaries and
provide motor cars. The administration
can only pay what it ean ufford to pay.
We can give onr officers only what the
people of the country ean afford. TYf the
country advances in prosperity we will

dAngelo took the Chair.}



1970

grant better condilions. When that hap-
pens I shall be glad to give this particular
officer a motor car. 1 should also be glad
to make his services available to as many
people as possible, The same could be said
of many other officers. Mr. Wickens has no
motor car. He administers the whole of the
fruit industry. He is one of the most in-
tellicent officers in Australia.

Mr. Stubbs: Who asked that he should
have a motor car?

Mr. Lindsay: I think he needs an aero-
plane to do all his travelling.

Mr. Sampson: Tt might pay to give him
one.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It would pay to give him a motor ear if
we could do so.

The Premier: There is a strong tendenecy
to overdo the motor ear business in the Gov-
ernment service.

Hon. G. Tavlor: I have pever heard him
complain about his position. He is a fine
fellow. He would not be behind anvthing.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I do not suggest that he is. T merely ask
members why they pick ont Mr. MeCallum.

Hon. G. Tavlor: Because his salary as
gn expert is lower than that of others.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
There are other experts with lower salar-
ies, and some of them have been longer in
the serviee than Mr. AceCallum.

Hon. &. Tavilor: But their work is not
so imnortant. He looks after the dairying
and the pie indonstrv as well.

The MINTSTER FTOR AGRICULTIRF:
We have nothing to do with the salaries.
I eannot disenss that auestion, beeause the
Puhlie Serviee Commissioner classifies the
officers and is acrordinely responsible for
their salaries.

Mr. Davy: And they also have the right
of anmenl.

The Premier: Manv of the officers are
before the anneal hoard now,

Hon. G. Taylor: The Minister is attack-
ine us.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I do not like anv particular officer to he
picked out. There are manv valnable
officers in the department who are doing
excellent work.

Hon, G. Tavler: No one has made dis-
paraging remarks reerarding anv of them.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICTILTTRE:
The salaries are fived by the Publiec Service
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Commissioner and we cannot alter them in
this House. I appreciate Mr. MeCallum’s
work. I have assisted him in every possible
way, and have encouraged him in his work.

Mr, Stobbs: You should not have said
there was propaganda behind it.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
T get wore letters about a motor car for
him and about his salary than T do about
any ten officers in the department.

Mr. Teesdale: He is a bit of a eripple.

Mr. Grifiiths: As a result of his service
to the State.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Mr. MeCallum bas mot protested against his
salary.

Hon. G. Taylor: Nor has he done so to
anyone.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It appears in the press that Mr. McCallum
has been again singled out. There are other
officers who have done magnificent work. I
will treat them all alike,

Hon. (. Tavlor: I do not think the Press
will take much notice of this matter.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Members do not realise how much the
officers of the service appreciates the refer-
ences that are made to them in this Cham-
ber.

Hon. G. Taylor: They will get them out
of “Hansard.” not cut of the Press.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
T am obliged to members for the attention
they have given to these Estimates. T appre-
ciate their support and eritieism. T trust
that, no matter what Administration may
be in charge of the department, the good
work that has been done in the last few
vears will he continned in the future.

Ttem—Sheep and Wool Inspector, £432:

Mr. STUBBS: I wish to assure the Min-
ister that the only reasom I mentioned this
officer during my earlier remarks was that,
on looking through the Estimates, I had
noted the discrepancy beiween the salary
paid to this officer and those paid to other
expert officers of the department. Mr. Me-
Callum has never spoken -to me regarding
his position, and until to-night I did not
know what salary he regeived. I was sorry
to hear the Minister say that he was afraid
there was some propaganda going on. There
is no truth in that suggestion so far as I
know. Whoever was responsible for 8x-
ing Mr. McCallum’s salary does not know
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his job, because, as the Minister pointed
oul, there are dozens of officers doing
equally good work as that carried out by
Mr. McCallum. Two wrongs do noi make
a right. 1 believe the dairy expert is a
first class man, but I do not think the dif-
ference between the officers should amount
to £200 a year. The same applies to the
fruit expert. I hope the Minister will call
the attention of the Publie Service Commis-
sioner to the discrepancy.

The Premier: Thai is not oue of the Min-
ister’s funetions. The Public Service Com-
missioner would resent that being done, -and,
in fact, the Minister would not do it.

Mrv. STUBBS: In my opinion the anom-
alies 1 bave drawn attention to should be
remedied, and nothing will convince me to
the conirary. Mr. MeCallum is an excelient
ofticer, and it was becanse of his advice to
producers to get rid of a eertain elass of
sheep, that they have been able to double
their money in 12 or 18 months, 1 hope
the attention of the Public Service Commis-
sioner will be drawn to this matter.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I was the first member
to draw attention to this officer’s salary and
I wish to diselabn any knowledge of what
Mr. MeCollum’s ideas regarding his posi-
tion may be. In looking throngh the Esti-
mates I noted the difference in the salaries
paid to the various expert oflicers, znd see-
ing that wool takes second place only to
wheat production, it oeccurred to me as
anomalous that the wool expert should re-
ceive so much less than other experts. Mr.
MeCallum appears to me to be a man much
after the type of Mr. Sutton.

The Premier: What is the use of talking
about salaries; we have no control over
them.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: 1 ctertainly do mot
desire to indulge in any propaganda.

The Premier: [ do not think this sort of
diseussion does officers any good. The Pub-
lic Service Commissioner is apt to resent
this sort of thing as tantamount to instrue-
ttons to him. This may have an effect eon-
trary to what the hon. member may desire.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Whether the Public
Service Commissioner resents it or not, I do
not think he knows what this officer is doing.

Hon.” G. TAYLOR: I regret the treml]
the discnssion has taken beeause, as the Pra-
mier pointed out, it is not calenlated to do
these officers much good.
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The Premier: I am certain of it.

Mr. Grifliths: He wounld be a poor old
Publie Service Commissioner who would
allow this to do an ollicer any harm!

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Last year this officer
was in receipt of £408, whereas this year
be is getting £432.

Mr. Davy: That is the ordinary £24 rise
that the whole of the eivil servants received.

The Premier: No, that is due to the re-
classification, )

Mr. Davy: Practically every public ser-
vant received a rise of about £24.
~The Premier: Some got notbing, some got
£)2, some £24, some £56.

The Minister for Agriculture: In this in-
stance the increase was because of the re-
classifieation.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: At any rate, the in-
crease is proof that the position of these
oflicers has been considered, 1 do not say
say that the inorease is adequate. On look-
ing through the Estimates one would be in-
clined to think that the position of wool
expert i5 pot regarded as so imporfant as
that of experts in other branches, seeing
that the wool expert is in receipt of £200
a year icss than some of the other officers.
For instance, the rabbit inspector gets £600.
If that officer has improved the breed of
rabbits to the same extent as Mr. MeCallum
has improved the breed of sheep, no doubt
the former deserves his salaryl

Mr. Lindsay: Not from that standpoint.

Hon. G, TAYLOR: In my opinion the
position of Chief Inspector of Rabbits is nof
as important as that of the wool experi.
1 wish to make it elear that Mr. MeCallum
has never spoken to me regarding his posi-
tion, his salary, or matters regarding his
transport throughout the country.

Mr. TEESDALE: On dozens of oecasions
I have asked Ministers whether they would
aliow Mr. McCallum fo truvel through the
North where the people have never received
the slightest attention, nor recerved amy ad-
vice regarding their wool production.

The Minister for Agriculture: When did
you make an application along those lines
to me?

Mr, TEESDALE: I can assure the Min-
ister that the people up North would ap-
preciate a visit from Mr. MeCallum, &nd T
think they have the right to ask for a little
of this officer’s attention, equally with the
sheep men m other parts of the State.
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The Minister for Agrieulture: Well, ask
for it. S
dMr. TEESDALE: The people up Norti
feel that they have been neglected. If this
officer is as capable as some hon. members
bave indicated, we will be prepared to pro-
vide a motor ear for Lim for a couple of
mouths so that he may get over the country,
and furnish the adviee that is so necessary,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Hon. members understand that the Govern-
ment cannot interfere with salaries paid to

_—officers, The measure of a man’s salary
should not be gavged by the importance.ui
the industry with which he is associated.
It would be wrong te.say that because an
officer is concerned with an industry worth
£10,000,000 a year to the State, his salary
should be correspondingly greater than that
paid to an officer concerned with an indus-
try valued at £5,000,000 a year.

Hon. (. Taylor: It is a good thing for
some of us that our. salaries are not based
on the number of electors we represent! .

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
That interjeeiion is very apt. Hon. mem-
hers should not make a comparison betweei
Mr. McCallum and the Chief Inspector of
Rabbits. Mvr. McCallum is largely a wool-
classer, whereas the Chief Inspector of
Rabbits is an administrative officer, control-
ling a large number of men and having
four rabbit-proof fenees to look after. Nor
do T want Mr. MeCallum compared with
Mr. Hampshire, because the latter may
bave greater qualifications. The Publie
Serviee Commissioner says Mr. Hampshire
has greater qualifications. Mr. Hampshire
is a scientifically trained man: he pur-
chased all the eattle for the group settle-
ments: be is manager of the State butter
factories; he engages upon herd testing. I
value all these officers highly, and M.
MeCallum no less than any other.

Ttem ~ Experimental  plots, inclading

North-West, £350:

Mr. COVERLEY : What does this item
mean ! )

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
We earry out a number of esperiments on
farms throughout the ecountry. If we
engace in experiments in the North or
North-West—the hon. member made some
representations to me along those lines—
the money will be taken from this vote.

Vote put and passed.
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Vote—College of Agriculture, £7,480;

Mr. GRIFFITHS : What number ot
scholars will be catered for at the eollege

next term?
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Fifty students.

_'Yotc put and passed.

Department of Chief Secretary (Hon.
J. M. Drew, Minister; Hon. §. W. Munsie

Honorary DMinister) in charge of the
Vote).
Vote—Crief Secrctary, £16,0587 — .

Mr. SAMPSON (Swan) [10.0] : Does the
Minister propose to make a statement?

The Premier: No.

Hon. G. Taylor: Do not we have a gen-
cral discussion on all the votes under the
Chief Secretary’s department®

The Premier: Yes, and there cannot then
be a genernl discussion on eaeh division
afterwards.

The CHAIRMAN: That is the procedure
as laid down in Standing Qrder No. 386a.

Mr. SAMPSON: I know that the Hon-
orary DMinister has been sick and is not yet
tharoughly well,

The Premier: We have plenty of well
men here, hut we do not want fo talk for
talking’s sake. Tf vou request any in-
formation, it will be snpplied.

Mxr. SAMPSON : I hope the Premier does
not suggest that other Ministers have talked
for the sake of talking, The votes under
the Department of the Chief Secretary are
of paramount importance and I would have
appreciated a statement from the Honorary
Minister covering the several divisions.
Gaols constitute a sabjeet of first import-
ance in sociologieal interest.

Hon. G. Taylor: Take my word and keep
away from them as long as you can.

Mr. SAMPSON: I was hoping to hear
Trom the Minister that g decision had been
reached to establish a prison farm. I have
spoken of this need on many oecasions, but
it is my duty to continue to refer to it sinece
no deeision has vet been reached. T am con-
vineed that a prison farm is essential in
the interests of the prisoners and of the
State. YWhile the prisoners held at Fre-
mantle carry out some work, they are not
employed to the extent that free men are.
Their hours are not as long, their work is
not as ardaous, and the fact of their being
held in comparative idleness makes it diffi-
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culi on their discharge for them to hold a
job in competition with men who are used
to work. Otiher countries have shown us
the way. A number of important articles
bave appeared in the “West Australian”
under the pen name of “JW.E.A” setiing
out what is being done in America. TUn-
questionably the care of prisoners is one of
the greatest problems that civilivation has
to face. Prisoners should be engaged in
work not 30 much for the value of the work
they do as to qualify them to work when
they are released. A prisoner who has been
held for a period becomes less inclined to
work than when be entered the prison, and
when released he is a greafter menace to
society than he was previously. I believe
the Minister thorpughly agrees with me,
and I am inclined fo sympathise with bim
that no decision has bheen reached to es-
tablish & prison farm. In New Zealand
matters affecting peral establishments are
developing and excellent work is being
done. Tn that dominion prisoners carry
out a wide range of work, including
afforestation, various trades, road-making
and farming. The stock farms, ineluding
piggeries and dairies, afford object lessons
of what ean be done, Since work of this
deseription is insisted on, the men who are
imprisoned for long terms are able on
their releasec to engage In similar work.
Viewing the question from the standpoint
of what is hest for the State, it will be
agreed that prisoners who have scrved on
prison farms should be given an opportun-
ity on their release to take up land. That,
of course, would be contingent upon the
condnet of the prisomer having been satis-
factory. In advocating ihis scheme, I
speak for the community as well as for the
prisoners.  The greater the congideration
given in such cases, the greater must be the
advantage to the community, and gradu-
ally the number of prisoners held in our
zrols wounld deerease.

Mr. Teesdale called attention to the state
of the Committee.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.

Mr. SAMPSON: The work of the Inde-
{erminate Sentences Board in New Zealand
has progressed. There, what is known as
the honour or parole system is, I believe, in
full use. The results have not always been
satisfactory, but in a large percentage of
cases gplendid results have been secured. T
believe the Fremantle Prison is well con-

1973

ducted, and that the discipline is good. The
reform of the prisoners is the first object
and desire of the superintendent and his
officers. [ canoot allow any appropriate
oceasion to pasy without urging that a
prison farm should be provided. Prior to
the last Government going out of office,
certain land was carefully examined. It
was considered suitable for such a farm,
and in the opinion of those well gualified to
judge was eminently fitted for the purpose.
1f such a farmn were established I think
it would pay its way from the inception.
I hope this will not weary the Premier.

The Premicer: 1t does rather. It is only
a guestion of money. We cannot find money
for all reforms in a year or two.

Mr. SAMPSON: I would suggest that a
piece of virgin country be taken up and
used for the purpose of establishing this
farm. The prisoners under the direction of
the oilicers in eharge might carry out the
grubbing and other work required. The cost
would be small, and it would provide some
opportunity for the use of what is at pre-
sent unutilised labour. I hope this sugges-
tion will receive the favourable considera-
tion of the Treasurer. I note that the ex-
Harbour Master, Captain Winzar, has re-
tired from his position, T believe he left
his office under most happy auspieces, having
served his country faithfully and well and
to the fuil satisfaction of every Government
under which he worked. T hope the captain
will live to enjoy many years of happiness
and quiet restfulness,

Mr. Withers: He had the courage to dis-
agree with Sir George Buchanan.

Mr. SAMPSON: In that vespect he
stands with the member for Bunbury. Cer-
tainly the remarks of Sir George Buchanan
upon the port of Bunbury will not be sup-
ported by the hon. member; neither do I
feel inclined to support them wmyself. In-
stead of expressing something in the nature
of destruetive eriticism, it would have been
better if that expert had given considera-
tion to an attempt to solve what is an aente
diffienlty. The harbonr at Bunbury is of
great importance. Bunbury is the eapital
of the South-West, and we must persevere
with necessary improvements there in order
that Bunbury may refain its position as
one of the leading harbours of the State.

Mr. Withers: One of the Ieading ont-
ports.

Mr. SAMPSON: T wish to make a few
remarks about the Hospital for the Insane
and associated institutions. Connected with
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the bospital is a dairy farm. I have
wondered whether an inereased area, in-
clading a permanent swamp, has been taken
over by that institurion. The area reguired
tor the cattie at the dairy farm was not suf-
fitient. It was deemed possible to increase
that by extending the fence and bringing
in this swamp, which appears to be a per-
manent one. 1 should appreciate a state-
ment from the Minisfer as to whether any-
thing has been done about a farm at Janda-
kot iur those patients whose condition it is
considered would he improved by working
to some extent. Qualified aliepists express
the opinion that it would be in the interests
of certain chronic mild cases if they were
engaged in some light oceupation, rather
than that they should have nothing with
which te ocecupy their minds. It is felt that if
this conld be done they would have a greater
chance of being brought back to x normal
mental state. Perhaps the Minister will say
whether anything has been done in this
matter. 1 ain anxious to bear what progress
has beenw made in vegard to the long-
diseussed recepfion hounse and convalescent
home.

The Premier: We have made great strides
in that.

Mr. SAMPSON: The last thing I would
do, as a rule, would be to disagree with the
Premier. However, before the last Govern-
ment left office, which they had held for al-
together too short a period——

The Premier: Eight years.

Mr. SAMPSON: ——they purchased a
site at Point Heatheote, which was recog-
nised as a most beantiful site and as one
most switable for the establishment of a
reception house and a convaleseent home.

-The Premier: The most suitable except,
of  eourse, that place at Claremont where
you -intended to put the home.

"Mr. SAMPSON: The Premier is refer-
ring -to Point Resolution. I am of opinion
to-day that it is a pity Point Resolation was
not approved. However, the feeling against
it was general, and the -next best site had to
be adopted. Point Heathente fulfils all
the qualities which were required by the
Royal Commission on Lunacy, of which Mr.
Angwin was a member. One speeia) featore
was that there should be a bread nnd ever-
changing view. Situatad at Peint Heath-
cote and having a full view of the Swan
River, the receptinon home fulfils that speeial
enndition. A person obsessed with worries,
or with the prohlems of everyday life, or
suffering from the effects of siekmess, is
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likely in those happy eircumstances to be
brought back prudually to a full state ot
bealth. What is the position to-day? Not-
withstanding the passage of (ime that
dreadful reception ward at the Perth Hos-
pital remains. It has been spoken about
lvvquently, but has never beem (Ceseribed
adeguately. It bas an outlook on the rub-
bish destructor upon one side, and on the
morgue upou the other side. Those who
find themselves inmates of that reception
ward may well feel that they might aban-
don all hope. It is the most hellish place in
Perth, and dreadfully situated.

Hon, (. Taylor: The palients are there
only for a fortmight,

Mr. SAMPSON: But that fortnight is a
most dreadful experience.

The Premier: The new building is going
on; it has been started.

Mr. SAMPSON: I am glad to hear that.

The Premier: There was money for it on
last vear’s Kstimates, bnt a start eould not
be' made.

Mr. SAMPSON: The actuai constraetion
of the building has been commenced?

The Premier: Yes. We do not delay long
about these things.

Mr. SAMPSON: I am on safe ground in
saying that an unjustifiable delny has
occurred in the erection of a reception
house. I was on the site a few weeks ago,
and found to my surprise and regret that
therc was no commencement then. Months
must, therefore, elapse before the institn-
tion is ready for the reception of those who
are, temporarily I hope, abnormal mentatly.
The work of the board of visitors at the
Hospital for Insane, I observe, continunes.
From all T can gather, the work is as bene-
ficial to-day as it has ever been. It must
be a satisfaction to those who are com-
nected with the inmates of the Hospital for
Insane that the well-being of the patients
veceives the consideration of that board. In
addition, there are the Inspector General of
Tnsane and other physicians,-all of whom,
so far as T ean learn, are doing their work
just as it should he done. I hope that when
the hospital ficures are before the Com-
mittee, the Honorary Minigter will be nble
to say that the condifions relating to the
nurses have been improved, and that the
lonz honrs have been reduced.

The Premier: We have reduced the honrs,
and we have erected a building which will
afford the additiona) quarters rendered
neeessary hy that reduetion.



[4 NovesBer, 1926.]

Mr, SAMPSON: One of the last things
1 was able to do before leaving olfice was
to put up a recommendation that the hours
be reduced.

The Premier: And that is just where it
stayed.

Mr. SAMPSON: The Premier of the
day approved of that recommendation.

The P'remier: I had to find the money.

Mr. SAMPSOXN: The money had to be
found. No one can question that the secur-
mg of approval has always been—-

The 1’vemier: Approval to reduce the
hours? That might stay there tor 20 yeurs
it the building was not put up.

Mr, SAMPSON: The approval postu-
lated the erection of the necessary building.
Consideration was, of course, given to the
finaneial aspect; otherwise it would have
been idle, and even hypocritical, to approve
of the reduction of hours. I aeed not tell
the Premier that., I know that the hon.
gentleman, like Sir James Mitehell, would
refrain from giving approval to a proposal
unless he could see his way to find the funds
necessary for earrying it into effect.

The Premier: It is guite remarkable the
number of things you intended to do bnt
did not do and left to us to do—1I mean in
your department.

Mr. SAMPSON: The Premier, perhaps
unintentionally, is paying me a great com-
pliment. He says, “Yon had the oppor-
tunity; why did not you do these things?”
But the Premier knows as well as I do that
in a short period it is not possible to do
everything.

The Premier: You did not do anything
execept express your intentions.

Mr. SAMPSON: The Premier implies
that we brought things to a certain pitch
and:

The Premier: You brought them fo no
ptieh at all. We started them and finished
them. We started the soldiers’ home and
finalised it. We built the mental home and
the gquarters for the nurses. We have done
or are doing evervthing that you did not do.

Mr. SAMPSON: May I remind the Pre-
mier regarding Lemnos.

The Premier: 1 know that well.

Mr. SAMPSON: Tt is the hospital for
returned soldiers suffering under mental
disabilities, Let me remind the Premier that
the agreementi referring to fhat hospital
was worked out during the peried T was in
office, and that T made it abundantly clear
to the Federal authoritiez that there was an
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obligation on the Commonwealth to louk
after not only the Australians who were
suffering from mental disabilities caused by
the war, but also all Imperial soldiers sim-
ilarly afflicted.

The Premier: We reconstrueted the whole
agreement.

Mr. SAMP'SON: When reference was be-
ing made to that matter, I noticed with re-
gret that the efforis which 1 put forward:

The Premier: You had practieally finai-
ized an agrcement with the Commonwealih
officer, and he had put it all over you in
that agrecment.

Mr. SAMPSON:
Wrong.

The Premier:
whole thing.

Mr, SAMPSON: When it was stated
publicly what the Government had been able
to do, I noticed that the very thing which
I set out to secure, and which I did initiate,
was claimed by the present Government. 1t
would have been generous on their part to
acknowledge the efforts of the previons Gov-
ernment.

The Premier: T know the thing had been
going on about two years, but nothing had
been done. :

Mr. SAMPSON: I agree that it took a
good deal of trouble and time to deal with
these matters. Many of them, however,
were in band and nearing completion.

The Premier: Nearly at the same stage
as the others!

Mr. SAMPSON: Tf the Premicr wishes
me to refer to Point Heatherote, I would
remind him that the land was purehased
before he eame into office.

The Premier: Another 12 months and

The Premier is quite

No. We reconstructed the

“vou would have lost the lot!

Hon. G. Taylor drew atftention to the
state of the Committee,

Bells rung and a quornm formed.

Mr. SAMPSON: Apparenily this is un-
interesting to members.

The Premier: 1 think you had better
take the hint. Yon have been counted out
twiee,

Mr. SAMPSON:
When duty calls—

The Premier: I quite appreciate the
position.

Mr. SAMPSON: T convratulate the
Minister for Health, Hlon. 8. W. Munsie,
upon the faet that he has opened a numher

T cannot help that.
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of hospitals during the time iie has been in
oftice. Ie has administered the duties of
his office mosi sympatheticallv. I had the
privilege of securing the necessary authority
from the former Treasurer, e¢nabling the
construction of some of these hospitals to
be underiaken and many were In course of
construaetion when we lefl offic.. I am glad
to know that the good work is being con-
tinued.

The Premier: By Jove, you brought a
lot of things nearly tu the point of eom-
pletion!

Mr. SAMPSON: At any rale, they were
well under way. It is recognised that we
must bave more hospitals and provide addi-
tional medical services where possible. I
hope other districts, suech as Armadale and
the Bateman’s Estate area, will receive some
consideration in respect of subsidies under
this beading. An entertainments tax was
introduced in order to assist the hospitals.
T opposed that measure, beeznse I did not
think that was the proper way to provide
money for the hospitals. The receipts for
the first year totalled £19,161. The alloea-
tion of that money was as follows: Gov-
ernment hospitals; matrons, £140; nurses
and domesties, £2,546 ; = contingencies,
£2,106; public hospitals, £8,041, and assisted
hospitals, £344. There is mem for eriti-
cism. Surely the assisted hospitals are
those that require funds more than the or-
dinary public hospitals. 1t wili be seen that
a large proportion of the money was de-
voted to the provision of wagss and salaries.
I do not know whether puablic hospitals are
those entirely maintained hy the Govern-
ment.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: No.

Mr. SAMPSON: T wish the money had
been devoted towards improving lhe exist-
ing services and equipment rather than be-
ing expended to such an extenf upon wages
and salaries. Last vear the Government
provided £165,634 for hospitals and the ex-
penditure totalled £176,041. This year the
estimated expenditure is £1#.,059, showinge
a net decrease of £10,082,

The Premier: T explained afl that dur-
ing the Budget Speech. Tbere is actually
an increase compared with the vote last

vear. T explained the reason for that.
Mr. SAMPSON: The net decrease is

£10,082 and the estimated ecallection from
income {ax for next year is #£28,000. The
halanee available from 192326 is £5,781
and the total amount estimated to be avail-
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able £33,78L. It is propos+d to allocate
£23,254. Pogsibly the Minister will amplify
the statement.

The Premier: The amount provided this
vear is actnally in excess of the expenditure
of last wvear, although it shows nearly
£10,000 reduction. T explained that in the
Budget Speech.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie:
of £298 this year.

Hon. @. Taylor:
of the department?

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: No, wedical alone,

Mr. SAMPSON: An increase such as
that is comparatively paltry.

Hon, S. W, Munsie: There is £16,000 from
the entertainments tax in addition.

The Premier: Comparatively. paltry! I
will quote some of the fizures that obtained
when you were there. The eapenditure last
vear was tens of thousands of pounds above
the figures when you were there. Last
vear’s expenditure was gquite abnormal.

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes, it was £176,000,
and the Vote was £165.000.

The Premier: And it was greatly in rx
cess of previous years.

Mr. SAMPSON: It was only £10,500
over the Vote for last year.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: It was over £28,000
above the last year of your teim.

Mr. SAMPSON: I am diseussing the
Estimates for 1926-27 and comparing them
with those for 1925-26: Tt is clearly shown
that the amount provided was £165,634 and
that there was spent £176,041. So, roughly,
it was £10,500 over the estimale.

There i3 an increase

Is that for the whole

The Premier: More than Parliament
authorised.
Mr. SAMPSON: That is not a very

serious matter.

The Premier: Then you dovn’t know much
about the Treasary. You make a man sick.

Mr, SAMPSOXN: If the Premier will turn
to the fizures of the year prior to the ad-
vent of the present Government he will find
that the expenditure was far in excess of
the estimate. Since then the revenne has
inereased very much and hospitals have mul-
tiplied throughout the country distriets. T
remind the Premier of statements made
when T had the honour of introducing the
hospital tax. The main objection faken to
that tax was that it provided a means where-
by Consolidated Revenue was to be protected.

The Premier: To be relieved to the ex-
tent of £100,000,



[4 Noveumser, 1926.]

Mr, SAMPSON: Well, protected and re-
lieved. 1 want to draw attention to the
entertainments  tax,

The Premier: The entertainments tax has
not relieved Consolidated Revenue to the ex-
teni of a penny.

My, SAMPSOXN: It bas been said that
the amount is £248 in excess of what was
provided. The entertainments tax is to be
utilised for the purpose of protecting Con-
solidated Revenue.

The Premijer: No.

Mr. SAMPSON: A small increase of £208
is a mere bagatelle when we realise how the
hospitals are multiplying,

The Premier: I have never kmown such
a mean reference as this to our expenditure
on hospitals. I will give you some figures.

Mr. SAMPSON: I have the figures.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: Either you do not
understand what you are talking about or
you do not understand the figures. If yon
did yon could not talk like this. I will
show the public who is spending the money.
© Mr. SAMPSON: I am not eriticising the
Minister’s administration. I am eriticising
the allocafion of thhe entertainments tax.
I submit it is being utilised to relieve Con-
solidated Revenue. The Minister made re-
ference to what I did. I do not see what
that has to do with it.

The Premier: It has a michty lot. It does
not lie well in the mouth of any man to criti-
cise n Government that have done infinitely
better than he did when Minister,

Mr. SAMPSON: The eniertainments tax
is being used to relieve revenue.

The Prewier: I say it is not relieving
revenue. Youn do not understand the figures.

Mr. SAMPSON: On the statement sub-
mifted to the House, it would be necessary
for more money to be provided if the en-
tertainments tax were not in existenge. I
understood that was to be additional.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: So it is additional.

Mr. SAMPSON: Well, £268 is a1 mere
bagatelle. T think T have said enough about
that.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: You have.
The Premier: You have, and you will be
sorry for it.

Mr. SAMPSON: I will say it again.
When the hospitals tax was hefore the
House——

The Premier: I have never known an ex-
Minister eomplain of another Government
not doing what he himself failed utterly to
do.
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Mr. SAMPSON: [ got a sound irouncing
because of that hospitial Bill.

The Premier: Because you proposed to
relieve Consolidated Revenue by £1006,000.

Mr. SAMPSON: And it seems to me the
very same thing is being done here.

The Premier: That is an utterly incorrect
and unfair statement to make.

Mr. SAMPSON: I bave set out how the
money was spent last year.

The Premier: You do not know what you
are talking about.

Mr. SAMPSON: Well, members may coun-
sider the fignres for themselves. I cay the
allocation set out here does mean the use
of this money, in some cases for wages,

Hon. 8. W. Munsic: Do you objeet to
their getting wages?

Mr. SAMPSON: I object to the imposi-
tion of this special tax on the cheaper seats
for the purpose of relieving Consolidated
Revenue.

The Premier: It does not relieve Consali-
dated Revenuc. Do not be so stupid.

Mr. SAMPSON: The Premier must not
use such a word.

The Premier: You are outrageously un-
fair. You do not understand the Hgures.

Mr. SAMPSON: I have said it time after
time.

The Premier: You have said an incorreeg
thing twenty fimes.

Mr. SAMPSON: It does not make me
wrang hecanse the Premier uses a word
that T would hesitate to use, and T am »a
much younger man than he is.

The Premier: If there is anything that
is irritating it is to hear a man vepsating
ineorrect statements over and over amain

Mr. SAMPSON: The entertainments tax
can be referred to by other members.

The Premier: I shall refer to it.

Mr. SAMPSON: On several occasions I
have asked questions about the Wooraloo
Sanatorinm. Because a certain fence was
not erected during the period I held office,
it is implied that it should not be erected
now. T do not agree with that. The
sanatorium is in my eleetorate and T econ-
sider it my bounden dnty to urge the erec-
tion of this fence.

The Premier: Perhaps it was more yoor
bounden daty to ereet it when you were
in office and had an opportunity.

Mr, SAMPSON: I am sure the Premier
would support me—

The Premier: It is a big national matter
about which to ask 20 questions!
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Mr. SAMPSON: It is a big question to
a number of sick men.

The Premier: Why did not you show con-
sideration for the sick men when you were
in office and had a chance to give them
relief?

Mr. SAMPSOX: No request was made
to me in bebalf of sick men.

The Premier: And you did not know it
was needed, though it was in your own
-electorate.

Hon. J. Cunningham: But a request was
put up te you by other than a sick man.

Mr. SAMPSON: That is another ques-
tion of which I have no knowledge.

Hon. J. Cummingham: You have a bad
memory. You do not appear to have any
knowledge of things that it does not suit
you to remember.

Mr. Davy: Should the fence be evected?

Mr. SAMPSON: I challenge anyone to
show that I am in the habit of making
statements that are untrue.

The Premier: The whole of your speech
is a series of complaints against the pre-
sent Government.

Mr. Chesson: I go to Wooroloo fairly
often and I have not heard any complaints
about a fence.

Mr. SAMPSON: Well, I have., A fence
is required.  Straying stock enter the
grounds, disturb the patients at night and
trample dewn the gardens.

The Premier: The situation to-day is pre-
cisely the same as it has been for years.

Mr. SAMPSON: I have asked quite in-
offensively that the fence should be erected.
I do not wish to labour the guestion. The
sanatorinm is in my electorate and I con-
sider it my duty to mention it on that ac-
count, apart from any cother consideration.

The Premier: The hon, member says the
erection of a fence is badly needed?

Mr., SAMPSON: Yes,

The Premier: Well, it was your duty to
have done it when vou had the chance.

Mr. SAMPSON: Had this request been
made to me by a patient:

The Premier: Oh, a patient!

Mr. SAMPSON: If T had heard that
patients desired the erection of the fence,
I assure the Premier it would have been
erected.

Mr. Marshall: "When vou were Minister
the matter of providing a hot water service
was bronght forward and you left the sana-
torium without it for 18 months.

Mr. SAMPSON: The hon. member is in-
correct. That work was net only approved,
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but the brass piping, which had to be im-
ported, was on the way. The member for
Murchison is gcharacteristically incorrect.

The Premier: In all the circumstances
this fence is something we might be spared.
You have asked twenty questions about it.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: You are mistaken
about the brass piping. It was copper pip-
ing for the Kalgoorlie Government Hos-
pital. It was not used for Kalgoorlie, bat
was put into the Wooroloo Sapatorium in-
stead, and fresh piping was ordered for
Kalgoorlie. Yon did not even order it.

Mr. SAMPSON: The work was approved
by the Treasurer and the Minister for
Works of the time and the State Tmplement
Works were to earry it out.

Me. Marshall: You authorised a lot but
did very little.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: It was for the Kal-
goorlie hospital.

My, SAMPSON: No, it was for the Woor-
oloo Sanatorium.

The Premier: Cannot you hold hack yonr
campaign speech until the election starts?
It might mean a few votes at Wooroloo,
but tell it to the people up there.

Mr. Teesdale: As long as he does not
make a speech like one that was made last
night, it will be all right.

The Premier: I do not know of any mem-
ber on either side of the House who has
dwelt upon a matter involving a few votes
in his own electorate to the extent that
vou have.

Mr. SAMPSON: If the speech last night
was what might he termed an electioneer-
ing speech

The Premier: I have been 21 years in
the House and have not mentioned a mat-
ter affecting my distriet, apart from the
mining industry.

Mr. Davy: You have not treated us to a
speech for some weeks.

The Premier: I wish to God some others
wonld not worry us with so maay speeches.

Mr. SAMPSON: I regret that the Min-
ister has not spoken and cleared up some
of the points T have raised.

Progress reported,

House adjourned at 10.57 p.m.



